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analysis of political discourses of far-right leaders in

Latin America

Jazmin Duarte Sckell
ABSTRACT

In the context of the global rise of the far right and the
construction of moral panics in which gender plays
a central role, this paper analyses this phenomenon
through the lens of masculinity in Latin America. To
this end, the political discourses of four far-right lead-
ers from different countries are examined as a sample.
The analysis finds that the model of masculinity and
the values proposed within the far-right discourses an-
alysed promote a regressive and authoritarian mascu-
linity. This model is advanced through pseudo-liber-
al narratives in which the idea of freedom is used to
justify stricter gender hierarchies, and the use of vio-
lence as a means to achieve security. A common nar-
rative is observable across the cases analysed. This
narrative connects elements of religious conservatism
and with misogynistic discourse associated with the
online manosphere.

1 INTRODUCTION: MASCULINITY AS KEY
COMPONENT OF THE AUTHORITARIANISM OF
THE NEW FAR-RIGHT

In recent years, there has been a deterioration of
democracy in different parts of the world, most
notably in the global north (Mudde 2007; Rovira
Kaltwasser 2023; Tzeiman and Martuscelli 2024).
This process has been described as resulting from
the rise of the far right, or radical populist right
(Mudde 2019). Although these actors adopt an il-
liberal rhetoric, they participate in elections to
gain access to government. Their rhetoric can be
summarised as mobilisation through antagonism,
promoting intolerance towards difference, and
promoting the restriction of rights for those who

are not recognised as citizens. In broad terms, the
far right can be defined as “political space whose
actors base their ideology and action on the no-
tion of inequality among human beings, combin-
ing the supremacy of a particular nation, ‘race’ or
‘civilization” with ambitions for an authoritarian
transformation of values and styles of govern-
ment” (Fielitz and Laloire 2016: 17-18). In order to
advance these ideas, a common feature of these
groups - which contributed to their description as
populist - is their discourse and policies against
immigrants, racialised people, LGBTQ+ individu-
als, and women.

Although the cases that attract the greatest at-
tention are the ones that have achieved elector-
al success, it is important to emphasise that this
phenomenon is not confined to political parties.
Indeed it is the result of a broader network of ac-
tors made up of media organisations, influencers,
think tanks, and NGOs. This phenomenon can be
traced through complex intersections, multi-sca-
lar mobilisations, and transnational networks.
Owing to this characteristic, and to the wide range
of arguments that form their communication,
these networks have been described as a “Fran-
kenstein’s Hydra” (Corréa et al. 2023). Among their
different discursive strategies, a recurring feature
is that it is appealing to gender through moral
panic’ - often expressed through fear based cam-

1 A mediatic discourse about “a condition, episode, person or
group of persons emerges to become defined as a threat to societal
values and interests” (Cohen 1972:9).
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paigns — against the alleged dangers of migrant
men, or the perceived perversion of homosexu-
ality, trans people, or feminists (Kovats and Poim
2015; Kuhar and Paternotte 2017; Cabezas Hernan-
dez and Vega Solis 2023).

Prominent leaders associated with these move-
ments have exhibited a strongman style of polit-
ical leadership (Loffler et al. 2020). They have also
sought to amass large followings of male sym-
pathisers and militants, to the extent that these
organisations have even been dubbed “Man-
nerparteien” (Mudde 2007). This phenomenon
has been described as “authoritarian-masculin-
ist identity politics” (Sauer/Penz 2023). Although
women? are also targeted by far-right groups, a
specific form of moral panic is directed towards
men (Kuhar and Paternotte 2017). This is particu-
larly evident in the framing of “men as victims of
a hostile, totalitarian force (i.e. feminism) serve
primarily to dispense an affect of besiegement
that is to be felt intimately in one’s sexual hab-
its and corporeal states” (Strick 2020: 218), and
claims, particularly in the contexts of Europe and
the USA, about the possibility of men being “re-
placed” by non-white or non-Christian immigrant
men (Strick, 2020).

Given these features a bipolar strategy for reach-
ing masculine publics can be identified. On the
one hand, men are represented as victims who
have been emasculated by feminism or by the
progressive left. While on the other, they are
called upon to take their place as virile and au-
thoritarian males (Cabezas Hernandez and Vega
Solis 2023: 24). This strategy became particularly
evident during the radicalisation of men through-
out the election campaigns of Donald Trump. To

2 There is also the case of many female leaders that are part of
the European far right-wing: “This “feminization” strategy or strate-
gy of “de-demonization” (Mayer 2013: 161) allows right-wing parties
to counter or relativize the image of being men”s parties and to
attract female voters. Nevertheless, these female leaders struggle
with a masculinist party structure and thus have to perform their
own form of political masculinity” (Sauer 2019:175).

start, mobilisation was limited to more obscure
online spaces, such as the “Red Pill” community
on Reddit (Nagle 2017; Dignam and Rohlinger 2019;
Ging 2019). Currently, however, these ideas are be-
ing broadcast through more generic mainstream
podcasts (Tahsin 2024). These online spaces form
part of what is known as the “manosphere”. The
manosphere can be defined as any digital space
designed specifically for a male audience and that
seeks to promote misogynistic ideas or advance
a pessimistic and unequal view of society with
the scope of legitimising male dominance (Duar-
te Sckell 2025). Online radicalisation through il-
liberal and sexist discourse has been characteris-
tic of the US “alternative-right” (Alt-right3), which
is closely connected with Trump’s Make America
Great Again (MAGA) movement.

It is possible to observe similar trends in the elec-
toral campaigns and governments of Jair Bolsona-
ro in Brazil (Kalil et al. 2021; de Souza Ramos 2023;
Regagnan and Souto, 2024) and, most recently,
Javier Milei in Argentina (Fernandez Guida 2021;
Vazquez 2023; Calvo et al. 2024). This goes hand in
hand with the strengthening of the fundamental-
ist anti-gender religious movements in the region.
Several studies analyse these regressive gender
politics, including anti-gender campaigns in Lat-
in America and the rise of fundamentalism (Tor-
res Santana 2020; Corréa 2020; Faur and Viveros
Vigoya 2020; Biroli and Caminotti, 2020; Corréa
2022; Barcenas Barajas, 2022), as well as the ef-
fect of neoliberal politics on women'’s rights (Pe-
droza 2009; Schild 2016; Cavallero and Gago 2021).
Although some authors have identified mascu-
linity as a key aspect of reactionary mobilisation

3 | follow the definition of Hermansson et. al. (2020: 2): “We de-
fine the International “Alternative Right” as an international set of
groups and individuals, operating primarily online though with of-
fline outlets, whose core belief is that “white identity” is under at-
tack from pro-multicultural and liberal elites and so called “social
justice warriors” (SJWs) who allegedly use “political correctness” to
undermine Western civilisation and the rights of white males. Put
simply, the “Alternative Right” is a far right, anti-globalist group-
ing that offers a radical “alternative” to traditional/establishment
conservatism”.



- understood as part of a politics of resentment
generated by the effects of economic neoliberal-
ism, not only in material terms, but also in rela-
tion to the perceived dethronement of white mas-
culinity (Kimmel 2017; Brown 2019; Ashcraft, 2022;
Sauer and Penz 2023) - there remains limited fo-
cus on how these dynamics take shape within Lat-
in America as a region.

As a territory of both powerful feminist move-
ments (Gago 2019; Diaz 2024) and by the wide-
spread and well-known phenomenon of “ma-
chismo” (Mirandé 1997; Fuller 2012), Latin America
provides a context in which discourses on mascu-
linity in political propaganda mobilise meanings
that are already present in local imaginaries. In
light of the presence of far-right governments in
Latin America and the spread of anti-gender reli-
gious movements across the region, this research
examines in greater detail the dynamics through
which masculinity is deployed within in current
authoritarian reactionary discourse. To this end,
it analyses the speeches and political propagan-
da of four current far-right leaders from different
countries: Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, Javier Milei in
Argentina, Nayib Bukele in El Salvador, and José
Antonio Kast in Chile.

First, ideas of masculinity and gender associated
with the liberal script are summarised, empha-
sising the importance of gender norms for dem-
ocratic constructions. Second, the communica-
tional importance of the far right is explored in
depth, both in its strategies of polarisation and
in its construction of a common sense related to
gender. Lastly, recurrent narratives linked to mas-
culinity in the selected cases are analysed in or-
der to draw brief conclusions on the matter. It
can be seen that despite their differences, all
these leaders - Jair Bolsonaro, Javier Milei, Nay-
ib Bukele, and José Antonio Kast - belong to the
reactionary international far right and maintain
a discourse that promotes an authoritarian mas-
culine subjectivity based on the reinstitution of
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stricter heteronormative gender hierarchies and
the exercise of power based on unrestricted free-
dom of the masculine citizen.

2 MASCULINITY AND GENDER IN THE
LIBERAL SCRIPT: QUESTIONING DEMOCRACY
THROUGH REGRESSIVE MASCULINITY

This section briefly reviews the overall concept
of masculinity within the liberal script, its demo-
cratic features, and how it began to be questioned
historically and in the context of current reaction-
ary processes. As the gender historian J.W. Scott
(1986) pointed out, gender is a primary way of sig-
nifying and articulating relations of power. Mascu-
linity and power have been historically connected
through the construction of the political subject
as one associated with biological males, and pow-
er claims have been connected to masculine per-
formances throughout history (Connell 2005; Cur-
dileone 2005; Starck and Sauer 2014). At the same
time, it is important to note that the specificity of
masculinity is determined by the context and so-
cial norms of a given space. Masculinity can there-
fore be understood as a configuration of practice
within a system of gender relations that mani-
fests in meanings, actions, social positions, and
bodily, personal, and cultural experience (Connell
2005: 84). As a type of behaviour, it is not neces-
sarily restricted to men, but can be exercised by
any gender as an embodied performance (Butler
1990; Halberstam 1998).

The social practices and subjectivity of a commu-
nity are expressed in social and cultural discours-
es, which can be understood as social narratives
(Bublitz 2019). Discourses about gender do “not
only refer to gender but also wider relations of
power, including race, religion, class and nation-
ality, as well as a discourse concerning authority
and democracy” (Corréa and Patternote 2023). In
the history of the expansion of human rights, lib-
eral discourse is presented as the narrative that
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outlined the normative and co-original (gleichur-
spriinglich) justification for individual and collec-
tive self-determination (Borzel and Risse 2023).
Nevertheless, in defining the citizen subject, it
portrayed this subject as male, white, and a prop-
erty owner (Pateman 1988; Philips 1991; Ziirn and
Gerschewski 2021). In terms of gender, this implied
the maintenance of a gender binary that estab-
lished the public-private divide and the bread-
winner-housewife marriage arrangement identi-
fied by Pateman (1988) as the “sexual contract”.

The feminist movement has challenged these
strict classifications, allowing for the expansion
of the liberal script (Borzel and Risse 2023), and
of the rights in practice (Ferree 2020; Lerch et al.
2021). In the case of Latin America, liberalism im-
plied the extension of rights that were never-
theless inaccessible to women for a long time,
especially if they were married. The concept of
separate domestic and public spheres remained
unevenly distributed across the region until the
mid-20th century, with women gaining access
to civil and political rights gradually (Molyneux
2001). Similarly, the bourgeois ideal of the tradi-
tional family did not always correspond to real-
ity in much of the region due to the widespread
prevalence of female-headed households (Chant
2002). Despite this, motherhood functioned as a
source of symbolic power and assumed an am-
bivalent role in both conservative and liberal dis-
course when advocating for and securing rights
(Molyneux 2001). Despite these tensions, liberal
thinking remains a central element of Latin Amer-
ican feminist reasoning, enabling both democrati-
sation and the questioning of authoritarian male
leadership, such as that embodied by strongmen
or “caudillos” (Hamill 1992; Molyneux 2001).

As with gender, the extension of civil, political,
and social rights to the majority according to oth-
er social classifications plays a decisive role in the
democratisation of liberal democracy itself. “The
increasingly explicit critique of gender binaries

and essentialised, permanent identities is a his-
torical product of the multigenerational struggle
to unmask and unmake the masculine norm hid-
den in the liberal individual” (Ferree 2020: 904).
This democratisation of the liberal script has nev-
ertheless been contested from inside the liber-
al umbrella (Menzel 2023), particularly through
the convergence of neoconservative and neolib-
eral thinking (Moyn 2023). The point of conver-
gence has been the critique of all matters social
- especially social spending — and the emphasis
placed on morality, advocating a return to tradi-
tional “natural” gender roles, concentrating care
only inside the family (Cooper 2017; Brown 2019).
From this same line of thought support emerged
for a feminist backlash, anti-abortion discourse,
and the mobilisation of a new political Christian
right in the 1980s (Faludi 1991; Hartman 2015; Coo-
per 2017).

Given the importance of the United States alt-
right in the expansion of the contemporary far
right, many ideological elements originating
from the “new right” of the 1980s can be noted,
the most apparent of these is the conservative
Christian ideal of the family, which is now com-
bined with anti-social elements associated with
far-right masculinity on the internet. The “alpha
male” model outlined in the manosphere can be
broadly characterised by a rejection of feminine
traits, fixation on one’s own sexual attractiveness,
and an expression of strength, both through phys-
ical musculature and through warlike symbol-
ism. Being “feminine” is, in most cases, associat-
ed with acceptance of a more democratic social
order (Kimmel 2017: 194).

“Becoming uncucked or red-pilled, then, is rec-
ognised as a process through which one must
“unlearn” liberal beliefs in order to fully re-mas-
culinise the self, and resist the sinister social en-
gineering of internal enemies. Different factions of
the alt-right network will place different empha-
ses on what these liberal beliefs are: for instance,



r/theredpill and Return of Kings will primarily un-
derstand such a process as involving the rejection
of feminist principles and a commitment to the
subjugation of women through sexual strategy.
Social alt-right hubs such as r/altright, 4chan’s/
pol/ and blogs like American Renaissance, whilst
not diametrically opposed to this ideology, focus
more strongly on the re-assertion of racist doc-
trine and fascist governance” (Kelly 2017: 75).

Similar to fascism, this new masculinity of the
far right appears to gain strength by emphasis-
ing strict gender hierarchies and martial mascu-
linity. In that sense, it opposes liberal masculinity,
which has been defined as an hegemonic con-
ception after 1945, attached to parliamentary de-
mocracies and non-violence (Orozco 2004). Liber-
al masculinity, as part of the sketch of the ideal
liberal subject, is also connected to confidence
in reason, expressed through the support for sci-
ence and education as a way of advancing social
progress (Ziirn and Gerschewski 2021). Post-truth
narratives, conspiracy theories, elitist and nihil-
istic ideas of society, and the positioning of re-
ligious beliefs as indisputable, erode this model
of progressive subjectivity. The current trend ap-
pears to question the democratic element of lib-
eral democracy, where gender becomes a point
of contention. These features of a more demo-
cratic masculinity are being challenged within the
realm of the far-right and redpill ideology, which
equates democracy with a “feminization of soci-
ety” (Copland 2023) and advocates abandoning
liberal ideas in order to reclaim “true” masculin-
ity (Kimmel 2017; Kelly 2017).

One striking element that the discourse of the
contemporary far right shares with liberal dis-
course is the value of freedom. This is particular-
ly notable in the popularisation of libertarianism
as a political discourse among various far-right
supporters, especially young men (Hermansson
et al. 2020; Vazquez 2023). As Michael Ziirn and
Johannes Gerschewski (2021) pointed out, a key
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characteristic of the liberal script is freedom, al-
beit restricted by rights of others. What is observ-
able in far right discourse today is an unrestrict-
ed conception of freedom, accompanied by the
possibility of unrestrained claims to impose one’s
will on others (Gago and Giorgi 2023; Saidel 2023)
who do not meet the basic requirements of es-
tablished citizenship. This unrestricted citizen is
equated with a nihilist masculine subject, which
Wendy Brown (2019) associates with an author-
itarian form of “liberal” time. From an authori-
tarian neoliberal perspective, it is questioned
whether racialised, colonised, feminised, and
impoverished subjects are equal to white, male
property owners, and for that reason, fit for dem-
ocratic self-government (Saidel 2023: 12). In terms
of masculinity, this implies a subjectivity that is
closed to difference and inclined towards a hier-
archical society.

3 CULTURE WARS AND GENDER: SOCIAL
MEDIA AND RADICALISATION AGAINST
“CULTURAL MARXISM”

The popularity of the far right is linked to their
communication strategies, in which social media
plays a central role in terms of outreach scale,
message personalisation, and speed of dissemi-
nation (Warwick and Lewis 2017; Fielitz and Thur-
ston 2019; Forti 2021). The strategy of polarisation
through the creation of fear campaigns, scape-
goating and populist “us vs. them” dichotomies
has become a very common trend among various
far right groups (Wodak 2015; Fielitz and Thurston
2019). The use of strong language, “political incor-
rectness” and conspiracy theories sets the tone of
their communication. George Newth et al. (2025:
823) point out that the salient element of this dis-
course is a politics of exclusion through author-
itarian “solutions” to social problems, advocat-
ing for a reintroduction of “moral” or “traditional”
values, and the adoption of punitive approaches.
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During Bolsonaro’s election campaign, the con-
temporary far right'’s first successful expression
in Latin America, significant polarisation of the
media was achieved, primarily through WhatsApp
and Facebook, which shifted the focus from an
economic divide of rich versus poor, present
during the Lula and Rousseff administrations, to a
moral divide of conservative versus leftist (Gold-
estein 2021). Javier Milei first gained popularity as
a social media influencer, transitioning then into
being a guest on popular television shows, where
his economic expertise and his rageful oratory
style struck a chord with the public who began to
recognise him as a political figure. His success re-
flects and results from the broader ecosystem of
reactionary and extremist influencers that form
part of Latin American cyberspace (Kessler et al.
2022). Both the Bolsonaro and Milei governments
maintained their support online through digital
militias and trolls (Alves 2025; Taccetta 2025). In
Bolsonaro's case were called,these were referred
to as the “Hate Cabinet” (Gabinete do Odio) and
were sanctioned by the Federal Supreme Court as
an orchestrated digital disinformation network
(Guimaraes 2020). The dissemination and mobil-
isation of anti-gender campaigns has also relied
heavily on social media, in addition to spaces con-
nected to conservative Christian churches (Ros-
seau 2021).

Drawing on the concept of “cultural Marxism”,
several far right activists present their inter-
ventions on social media and in traditional me-
dia, as a “cultural war” (Saferstein 2023; Saidel
2024). The idea of a cultural battle represents a
right-wing reinterpretation of Gramsci’s notion
of building hegemony, as well as taking inspira-
tion from the French Nouvelle Droite (Hermans-
son et al. 2020; Saidel 2024). This conception is al-
so reminiscent of the “culture wars” of the 1970s
and 1980s in the United States, when issues re-
lated to sexuality and secularism became politi-
cised and were widely debated (Hunter 1991; Hart-
man 2015). These discourses, centred around a

perceived dangerous enemy, have contributed to
the mainstreaming of discriminatory ideas and to
the shifting of boundaries regarding what is and
is not considered acceptable in liberal democ-
racies (Wodak 2015; Krzyzanowski 2020; Katsam-
bekis 2023). The normalisation of hate speech has
been described as a pedagogy of cruelty, promot-
ing low thresholds of empathy, a sense of isola-
tion, and increasingly utilitarian relationships be-
tween individuals (Segato 2018: 11).

In line with cultural debates of the past, gender
occupies a central place in the creation of mor-
al panics and the mobilisation of a conservative
sentiment. Within the frameworks of “cultural
Marxism”, progressivism, or “wokeism”, multiple
narratives have been established to position fem-
inists, the LGBTQ+ community, racialised individ-
uals, and left leaning people as enemies. On the
one hand, misogyny and antifeminism within the
manosphere, particularly in its most extreme red
pill form, have established a conspiracy theory
“that men are oppressed by a feminized society
and that women have the upper hand in every-
thing, from dating and sex life to workplace re-
cruitment and custody battles. The red pill has
become in recent years the reference of choice for
virtually every far-right and conspiratorial move-
ment around the world to describe their awaken-
ing to various hidden truths” (Simmons 2025: 5).

On the other hand, drawing on the concept of
“gender ideology”, religious fundamentalisms
have mobilised since the 2010s across different
parts of the globe to criminalise sex education,
LGBTQ+ rights, and sexual and reproductive rights.
The concept of gender ideology was developed by
Catholic conservatism in response to the advance
of institutional feminism at the Beijing and Cairo
United Nations conferences in the 1990s (Moran
Faundes 2023). While initially aimed at opposing
sexual and reproductive rights, it is now employed
by actors beyond the Catholic sphere to chal-
lenge women's rights and diversity more broadly.



However, the largest mobilisation group remains
religious, operating through a Catholic-Evangeli-
cal alliance encompassing more reactionary sec-
tors (Biroli et al. 2020). “The Vatican’s conservative
shift cannot be dissociated from the concomitant
revitalisation and trans nationalisation of Amer-
ican evangelical fundamentalism, nor from the
vernacular evangelical churches in Latin Ameri-
ca” (Corréa and Ximenes 2022: 79).

The campaign against gender in Latin America has
been closely linked to the demands for interven-
tion in public education due to the “socialist/
Marxist” nature of the issue. In Brazil, the move-
ment “Escola sem Partido” (non-partisan schools)
began in 2004 to monitor progressive teachers
and incorporated the concept of “gender ideol-
ogy” in 2014. This movement was inspired by the
“No Indoctrination” group in the United States. It
exemplifies the scope of this culture war, which
is also reflected in the replication of similar cam-
paigns and messages by different far-right groups
across the world. It is therefore important to em-
phasise the transnational nature of this issue,
supported by collaborations by think tanks and
the use of various gatherings they as platforms
to reach activists and disseminate their messag-
es (Abrahamsen et al. 2024). Major umbrella or-
ganisations that fund different think tanks include
The Atlas Network and the Edmund Burke Foun-
dation (Forti 2021; Giménez 2024). Since 2017, the
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) of
the Republican Party in the USA, has become an
international meeting place for the extreme right
(Lohning 2025). In Latin America, CPAC has been
held in Brazil in 2019, 2021, 2022, and 2024, in Mexi-
€0 in 2022 and 2024, and in Argentina in 2024. Oth-
er important spaces for the Spanish-speaking far-
right are the Madrid Forum organised by Vox, the
Ibero-American Congress for Life and Family held
since 2017, and the group HazteOir with its partner
campaign platform CitizenGo (Forti 2021).
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4 METHODOLOGY

Building upon previous literature and analysis on
the far-right governments in Latin America and
the scholarly contributions to the anti-gender
mobilisations in the region, this research looks at
these phenomena from a perspective of masculin-
ity, aiming to contribute to understanding of gen-
dered explanations and effects of current events.
To explore this aspect in greater detail, the polit-
ical discourse and propaganda of far-right lead-
ers were analysed to gain a deeper understanding
of the ideas regarding gender and specifically the
model of masculinity that this movement is pro-
moting. Some of the guiding questions for this re-
search were: What are the common meanings as-
sociated with masculinity shared across far-right
discourses? What models and values of mascu-
linity are presented in far-right discourse? How
does this differ from liberal and democratic mod-
els of masculinity? What is the role and function
of gender in shaping contemporary right-wing
movements?

Given the current importance of social media
and platforms, the analysis prioritised discourses
present in these spaces, considering their role as
the arena for political discussions. Furthermore,
media spaces have become the preferred sites
for generating polarisation and disseminating ex-
tremist rhetoric, making them a necessary frame-
work for analysing the far-right. Among the differ-
ent digital media platforms, YouTube was selected
primarily due to the accessibility of published da-
ta and, secondly, for being a highly popular and
widely used platform in Latin America, with usage
continuing to grow (Duque 2025). It is also import-
ant to note that although each platform has its
own dynamics and types of content, audiovisual
production is transversal across different spac-
es, so similar content is often reproduced, with
minor alterations, across multiple channels and
platforms from the same creators.
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For the purposes of this study, namely to anal-
yse ideas and content generated by the far-right,
it was useful to focus on YouTube content due
to its function as a repository or archive (Gehl
2009), which facilitated access to political content
or propaganda explicitly linked to a given group
or individual politician. Compared with other plat-
forms, such as Twitter/X or Instagram, where im-
ages and memes are shared, content analysed in
this research primarily consists of videos and spo-
ken discourse, which at were transcribed and an-
alysed as text. In addition to the content of the
speech itself, the manner in which the actors de-
livered their speeches was also considered part
of the analysis. A qualitative discourse analysis
was conducted to identify common narratives and
key ideas across the different texts, linking them
to the conditions of discourse production in the
contemporary political context, thereby provid-
ing a snapshot of the ideological construction of
gender by the current far-right.

Table 1: Selected accounts for analysis

Four accounts belonging to politicians associ-
ated with the far-right were selected for a dis-
course analysis of the political content they pro-
duce and publish. From the broader spectrum of
the current far-right, which is extensive, four male
figures associated with traditional party politics
were chosen as an entry point into far-right think-
ing. These figures were selected due to their clear
leadership positions within their respective par-
ties, having served as presidents, former presi-
dents, or presidential candidates in their coun-
tries. In the cases of Brazil and Argentina, these
politicians are the most representative of the far-
right movements in their countries. Analysing dif-
ferent accounts provides a way of thinking about
the gender constructs proposed by the far-right
in a transnational and context-specific manner.
Identifying these ideas allows for a deeper un-
derstanding of the type of society and politics
that these movements promote, as well the con-
nections between the particular discourses of in-
dividual leaders and other spaces of reactionary
content production related to gender.

Politician Career Trajectory YouTube handle | Active | Subscribers | Total Views
since Videos | overall
Jair Bolsona- Military man. Councilman of @jbolsonaro 2009 6.600.000 4156 | 376.165.745
ro (Brazil - Parti- Rio de Janeiro (1989-1991) Con-
do Social Liberal/ | gressman (1991-2018)
Partido Liberal) Elected president (2019-2023)
Javier Milei (Ar- Economist. @elpelucamilei | 2020 2.000.000 1320 | 830.651.344
gentina - La Liber- | Influencer (2015-2021)
tad Avanza) Congressman (2021-2023)
Elected president (2023-today)
Nayib Bukele Businessman Marketing. @nayibbukele 2009 534.000 429 47.937.808
(El Salvador - Mayor Nuevo Cuscatlan (2012-
Frente Farabundo | 2015)
Marti para la Lib- Mayor San Salvador (2015-
eracion Nacional / | 2018)
Nuevas ldeas)) Elected president (2019-today)
José Antonio Kast | Lawyer. @joseantonio- | 2016 146.800 1000 | 68.400.100
(Chile - Unidn Councilman of Bunin: (1996- kastoficial
Democrata Inde- 2000)

pendiente/Partido
Republicano)

Congressman: (2002-2018)
Presidential candidate (2021/
current elections 2025)
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Data was collected using YouTube Data Tools
(https://ytdt.digitalmethods.net/), which en-
ables the compilation of video lists from accounts
and importing metadata such as tags, likes, and
views*. From the videos available until May 2025,
100 videos were selected from each account, con-
structing a corpus of analysis based on their rel-
evance to gender and masculinity, as indicated
by titles, tags, and view counts. The first filter in-
volved a keyword search, using terms such as:
gender, women, men, feminism, family, securi-
ty, crime, rights, gay, left, Marxism, religion, free-
dom. A second filter involved a deliberate selec-
tion process, in which each pre-selected video
was reviewed to assess its relevance to the topic
at hand, with the aim of obtaining a sample of up
to 100 videos per channel. The corpus comprised
transcribed content directly relevant to the re-
search questions.

5 MASCULINITY OF THE CURRENT FAR-
RIGHT: “LONG LIVE FREEDOM, DAMN IT!”

Far-right visibility has been on the rise in Latin
America, since the election of Jair Bolsonaro in
2018. This reaction appears to be part of a new
trend following the end of the progressive pink
tide of the early 2000s, which highlighted the
economic crisis and corruption scandals, and in-
creased rejection of the major political parties
(Rovira Kaltwasser 2023). The far-right capitalised
on this context, led by male figures who promote
certain values and gender models in connection
with the polarising discourse that brought them
to power. To examine the masculine discourse of
the far-right, this research considers the official

4  The retrieved data corresponds to channel updates up to May
2025, taking as a starting point the starting date for each channel.
The official accounts of the politicians were selected from those
available on the chosen platform. However, in the case of Javier
Milei, who has several accounts, the most popular one, which is still
active and publishing content related to his presidency, was select-
ed. The other politicians did not have several official accounts on
this platform.
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political messages of four male leaders repre-
senting the contemporary far-right today. Jair Bol-
sonaro from Brazil, Javier Milei from Argentina,
Nayib Bukele from El Salvador, and José Antonio
Kast from Chile.

All of these men currently hold or have held the
presidency of their countries, except for Kast,
who, at the time of writing, is not in office after
winning the 2025 presidential elections. Although
their individual political trajectories differ, com-
mon threads connect them today through their af-
filiation with the global far-right, which is most-
ly visible in 1) their conservative discourse and
the use of moral panics in their communication,
and 2) their transnational alignment with other
authoritarian governments, especially the MAGA
movement in the USA. This connection with the
USA is particularly powerful and observable, for
instance, in their participation in the CPAC organ-
ised by the Republican Party. It is also reflected
in their adoption of similar narratives and sym-
bols whilst campaigning, such as the “MAGA” slo-
gan or the use of the “don’t tread on me” Gadsden
flags from the libertarian movement. In addition,
a strong alliance exists with the Spanish-speaking
right-wing party Vox, with whom they also inter-
act on their respective channels. Ties are further
visible in the analysed videos, including speeches
given by these leaders at global right-wing confer-
ences and podcast interviews with right-wing in-
fluencers from other countries. Connections be-
tween the leaders themselves are also evident, as
they frequently reference one another and pro-
duce collaborative videos.

Another common thread among the four test cas-
es, particularly those already in office, is their
effective use of social media for campaigning.
Through social media, they are able to present
themselves as newcomers and outsiders, oppos-
ing corrupt political elites, regardless of their
actual connections to institutional mainstream
politics. In this way, they position themselves as

1
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distinct and morally upright figures from the out-
set. In the cases of Bolsonaro and Milei, main-
stream media, such as television programmes,
also contributed to their national-level visibili-
ty (Goldstein 2020a; Firpo 2023). While Kast and
Bukele participate in the far-right movement on
many levels, Bolsonaro and Milei remain the most
representative politicians of the global far-right
due to their symbolism, track record, and rhetoric.

The rise to power of this right-wing movement
in Latin America can be traced to Jair Bolsona-
ro’s election victory in 2018, although anti-rights
and anti-gay rhetoric had intensified since 2016.
Having served as a congressman for many years
across various political groups, Bolsonaro gained
media visibility through his accusations of an al-
leged “gay kit” designed to “homosexualise” chil-
dren in schools, and later for opposing the Work-
ers’ Party (PT) and supporting the impeachment
of Dilma Rousseff (Rennd 2023). Amid an econom-
ic crisis and public concern over corruption with-
in the Workers' Party, Bolsonaro successfully po-
sitioned himself as a supposed “outsider” to the
Brazilian political system. He also held consider-
able political appeal for reactionary sectors, be-
ing a former military officer and an open defend-
er of Brazil's last military dictatorship (1964-1984).

The figure who most clearly constituted an out-
sider to party politics was the economist and in-
fluencer Javier Milei, who gained prominence as a
commentator on television programmes and so-
cial media, rising to visibility 2018 (Firpo 2023).
He founded his own party, “La Libertad Avanza”
(Freedom Advances), in 2021, through which he
was elected to Congress. He subsequently ran for
president in the 2023 elections, which he won, de-
feating both the conventional right-wing party
“Propuesta Republicana” (Republican Proposal),
aligned with “Juntos por el Cambio” (Together for
Change), and the party of Kirchnerista Peronism,
represented by the alliance “Unién por la Patria”
(Union for the Fatherland). As a public figure, Milei
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positioned himself primarily as an expert in eco-
nomics and, from there, popularised the libertar-
ian discourse with which he identifies.

Nayib Bukele, the media-savvy Salvadoran poli-
tician renowned for having “ended” maras gang
violence, founded his own party, “Nuevas Ideas”
(New Ideas), and ran for president in 2019, remain-
ing in power ever since under a contested and ex-
tended national state of emergency. Having previ-
ously served as mayor - first of Nuevo Cuscatlan
and then of San Salvador - as part of the leftist
“Frente Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacio-
nal” (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
- FMLN), he decided to run for president as an
independent candidate. His election ended the
two-party system of “Alianza Republicana Nacio-
nalista” (ARENA) and FMLN, which had prevailed
since the end of the civil war in the early 1990s.
Ideologically, Bukele does not appear to have a
very strong attachment to all core beliefs of the
far-right: “his position has shifted over the years,
from a progressive politician to a leader without
ideology to a Trump-style conservative” (Reyes
and Trejo 2024 citing Wolf 2024: 309).

In a similar manner to Bukele, Chilean politician
José Antonio Kast also founded his own party, the
“Partido Republicano” (Republican Party) in 2019.
After running in 2021, he is once again seeking to
position himself as the next president, present-
ing an alternative to both the traditional right and
the current left-wing government in power. Kast,
who had a long political career within the “Union
Democrata Independiente” (Democratic Indepen-
dent Union), decided to establish his own party
following the massive mobilisation in Chile known
as the “social outbreak” of October 2019, which
challenged the country’s institutional and eco-
nomic arrangements since the end of the Pino-
chet dictatorship in 1989 (Santander 2024). This
event appears to have been a turning point for
the then-moderate politician, contributing to his
radicalisation (Kast, 24 August 2024).



Through a close examination of the discourse
from a gender-analysis perspective in the con-
tent of the videos on his YouTube account, the
following common narratives were identified, de-
scribing an ideal model and values of masculinity:
an ideal image as “heterosexual, religious bread-
winners”, which conveys a positive image as mor-
al and family-oriented men, contrasted with the
valorisation of violence, aggression, and of “unre-
stricted” freedom as a sign of masculine strength
and power. These narratives align with a conser-
vative and neoliberal vision that shapes much of
the far-right.

51 HETEROSEXUAL RELIGIOUS
BREADWINNERS

Connected to the discourse against gender, there
is a clear fixation in marking and making the het-
erosexuality of the leaders visible as a moral and
political value. This is expressed first through
repeated discourse against homosexuality and
LGBTQ+ rights, which is common to all four of the
examined leaders, though communicated most
aggressively by Bolsonaro and Milei. An illustra-
tive example is the recognition given to Milei by
Bolsonaro in a meeting in 2024, when Bolsonaro
presented him with a medal bearing the inscrip-
tion “Imbrochavel, imorrivel e incomivel” (never
going limp in a sexual encounter, immortal, nev-
er taking a passive role in a sexual encounter)
(LPO 2024).

Milei was not initially positioned against homo-
sexuality or LGBTQ+ rights. In his early public
statements he adopted a more “liberal” stance,
affirming that such matters were private and that
“liberalism means the unrestricted respect to-
wards the life plans of the other” (El Peluca Mil-
ei, 13 May 2022). Nevertheless, he adopted a more
explicit position against these rights following his
alliance with fundamentalist anti-gender mili-
tants (Saferstein and Goldentul 2022). This shift
became particularly clear in a 2025 speech at the
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World Economic Forum in Davos, where he com-
pared homosexuality with paedophilia, which
sparked large protests in Argentina (Clacso 2025).
Earlier, Milei had positioned himself as a “liber-
al without moral hang-ups”, but social polarisa-
tion surrounding discussions on the legalisation
of abortion led him to adopt a more conservative
stance and an “opportunistic use of gender ide-
ology” (Vommaro 2023). This shift also resulted in
the approval of policies against transgender peo-
ple, including the prohibition of gender transition
for those under the age of 18 (Paletta 2025).

Conversely, Bolsonaro built much of his public
persona, as he first gained media attention, on
campaigning against the allegedly “gay kit” that
he denounced in Congress during the government
of Dilma Rousseff, warning parents about the sup-
posed “homosexualisation” of their children (Bol-
sonaro, September 6, 2011; Bolsonaro, October 16,
2012; Bolsonaro, October 1, 2018). In his interven-
tions in Congress and on social media, Bolsonaro
explicitly claimed that certain activities and books
that were attempting to “deconstruct heterosex-
uality” and that the traditional family would be
corrupted by homosexual Marxists (Bolsonaro, 26
November 26 2010; Bolsonaro, 9 September 2015).
This discourse was connected to the campaign
“Non-partisans Schools”, through which teachers
expressing progressive views in their classrooms
began to be monitored and harassed. In contrast
to Milei, Bolsonaro consistently maintained open-
ly homophobic positions, including making state-
ments such as “better to have a gay son die in an
accident” (El Perfil 2018).

Kast has been also critical of same-sex marriage
and abortion (Lara 2017), and was very vocal in
opposing the law recognising trans identity (Kast,
23 January 23 2018). He has built his career as a
conservative politician closely connected to reli-
gious groups, and has more recently moved to-
ward more radical positions through his align-
ment with the far-right (Montes 2023). Bukele
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is the leader among these four who previously
held more progressive positions on gender issues
during his political career. Nevertheless, in the
past year he has adopted a far more opportunis-
tic position, similar to the far-right anti-gender
stances. He has recently banned gender-inclusive
language in schools and has introduced measures
to make it more difficult for gay and trans people
to access rights (El Faro 2024).

The second most effective way of expressing
and communicating the mandate of heterosex-
uality is by presenting these leaders as part of
a heteronormative, monogamous families. As is
common among many politicians in heteronor-
mative societies, they appear publicly with their
wives and children. Beyond signalling reliabili-
ty to their audience, they emphasise their role as
heads of household, aligning this image with their
pro-family discourse and support for patriarchal
social order (Bolsonaro, 14 June 2019; Bukele, 12
July 12 2024; Kast, 1 January 2025).

These images are connected to the broader an-
ti-gender discourse these leaders promote and
their consistent opposition to feminist policies
(Iglesias 2024, alongside arguments that women
should be associated with a more domestic and
subordinate role (Bolsonaro, 25 November 2010;
Kast, 8 March 2018; El Peluca Milei, 5 June 2023).
The discourse against abortion (Kast, 10 May 2017;
Bolsonaro, 7 August 2018; Bukele, 20 September
2018; El Peluca Milei, 13 May 2022), and advocacy
for homeschooling (Bolsonaro, 8 March 2019; Dil-
lon 2025), are also partly connected to the idea of
restoring the patriarchal family and parental au-
thority. Both Bolsonaro and Kast built a significant
part of their campaigns around the defence of the
“traditional family” (Cowley Forner and Bezerra
Soares 2023; Bolsonaro, 15 June 2016; Kast, 21 Sep-
tember 2017). This positioning has served as an ar-
gument for shifting focus from “women’s rights”
to “family rights”, as illustrated by the renaming
of the women'’s ministry in Brazil to “Ministry for
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Women, Family and Human Rights” (Biroli et al.
2024) and the downgrading of the women’s min-
istry in Argentina (Clarin 2023).

As an example of the importance placed on dis-
playing adherence to this masculine role is the
case of Javier Milei during his presidential cam-
paign. At that time, his romantic involvement with
an actress was quickly made public (El Peluca Mil-
ei, 25 August 2023; El Peluca Milei Shorts, 30 Sep-
tember 2023). Due to his conservative positions
on abortion and criticism of feminism, Milei was
questioned regarding his own conformity to the
conservative heterosexual norm, as he was widely
known for being a unmarried man who referred to
his dogs as his children (La Capital 2023). Paradox-
ically, the opposition used this point, along with
other eccentric aspects of Milei’s public persona,
to portray their own presidential candidate as the
“normal guy” (VOS 2023). In some respects, Milei
unintentionally displayed characteristics associ-
ated with a more queer and non-normative image
rather than a conventional conservative model,
even stating at one point he was opposed to mar-
riage (EL Peluca Milei, 18 July 2021). Presenting Mil-
ei as at least having a girlfriend therefore helped
reinforce his image as a role model for young lib-
ertarian men who sought to avoid being labelled
“virgos” (Blender 2024) or involuntary celibates:
“Liberal in economic matters, inactive in sexual
matters” (Campos 2021: 15).

Closely linked to this conservative discourse, and
serving as a form of moral legitimation to directed
at their religious constituencies, all four of the ex-
amined leaders have publicly used religious sym-
bols, ranging from Christian to Jewish references,
and have relied on alliances with religious institu-
tions to keep their power. This narrative element
is connected to the conservative repoliticisation
of the Christian religious sphere (Vaggione 2005).
Brazil provides a clear example, where Pentecos-
tal and Neo-Pentecostal churches gained signif-
icant political influence, with some of the more



fundamentalist groups supporting Bolsonaro (Bi-
roli 2020; Goldstein 2024). In response to this sup-
port, Bolsonaro openly described his administra-
tion as a “Christian government” (Bolsonaro, 16
September 2020), stating that: “the state is sec-
ular, but I, we are all Christians, we respect the
majority, we respect the minority, but Brazil is a
Christian country” (Bolsonaro, 14 June 2019: 4:00-
4:23).

Kast has been an outspoken conservative Cath-
olic throughout his political career (Diaz 2023),
and, due to his conservative positions, has well
established connections with evangelical groups
(Kast, 29 September 2020). Which was particularly
evident when the Partido Republicano formed a
coalition with the Partido Conservador Cristiano,
which was called the Christian Social Front, during
Kast's presidential candidacy in 2021 (Partido Re-
publicano, 2021). Javier Milei has also support-
ed religious groups, although his discourse has
been more closely connected with Judaism and
the state of Israel (El Peluca Milei, 3 December
2024; El Peluca Milei, 26 January 2024; El Peluca
Milei, 6 February 2024), and he has at times adopt-
ed a more messianic tone in his public statements
(Alonso 2025). Bukele was not strongly positioned
as a Christian figure during most of his political
career, but has increasingly made religious sym-
bols visible during his speeches (Bukele, 28 Oc-
tober 2022), and has received official backing
from Pentecostal sectors since coming to power
(Goldstein 2020b). This moral discourse centred
on family and religion contrasts with the violent
rhetoric that these leaders also advance.

5.2 VIOLENCE AS MASCULINE STRENGTH

Contrasting this image of morality, violence also
emerges as a common element between among
the four examined politicians. On the one hand, it
is possible to identify an aggressive style of com-
munication that relies on irreverence and displays
of strength. On the other hand, specific policies
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and measures reflect a punitive approach to se-
curity and society more broadly, justified in the
name of restoring “order”. Connected to strategies
associated by the United States Alt-Right, the re-
jection of “political correctness” has served as a
justification for more aggressive expressions, as
well as for direct hate speech that has been con-
tributed to the mainstreaming of discriminatory
ideas associated with the far-right. All four lead-
ers explicitly reject political correctness (Bolson-
aro, 30 August 2018; El Peluca Milei, 4 June 2022;
Bukele, 13 February 2022; Kast, 2 January 2025),
despite differences in their individual rhetorical
styles.

In the cases of Bolsonaro and Milei, the com-
munication style has been directly aggressive in
addition to the violence of the content of their
speeches (Bolsonaro, 27 September 2016; Bolson-
aro, 26 December 2017; El Peluca Milei, 4 August
2022). This approach proved successful, as it res-
onated with widespread feelings of anger, resent-
ment, and fear among the public during periods of
political and economic upheaval in their respec-
tive campaigns (Vasilopoulos et al. 2019; Marcus
2022). More than a communication strategy, this
style has become a personal signature, signalling
power and domination as integral aspects of their
leadership.

In the case of Milei, this aggressive style has been
a key feature allowing him to approach to a cer-
tain definition of hegemonic masculinity, despite
his general characteristics being at odds with the
typical “alpha” alt-right masculine prototype. This
aspect has been consistently exploited by official
propaganda on his YouTube channel as “rage bait”
(Oxford 2025). Even when the discourse explicit-
ly violent, the headlines frequently frame him as
“dominating”, “taming”, “humiliating”, “destroy-
ing” his counterparts (e.g. El Peluca Milei, 21 Octo-
ber 2021; El Peluca Milei, 4 June 2022; El Peluca Mil-
ei, 14 November 2022). Many of these “others” are
described as “feminist”, “lefty”, or “degenerate”

15



SCRIPTS WORKING PAPER NO. 64

(e.g. ELl Peluca Milei, 21 October 2021; El Peluca Mil-
ei, 4 June 2022; El Peluca Milei, 4 February 2025;
El Peluca Milei, 10 April 2025), or are journalists
and politicians who are dehumanised through de-
rogatory adjectives. Through this violent rhetoric,
Milei exemplifies the slogan that made him fa-
mous: “I did not come to lead lambs, but to awak-
en lions” (Stefanoni 2023). This stands in contrast
with his repeated assertion that “liberalism is the
unrestricted respect for the life project of others
based on the principle of non-aggression” (e.g. El
Peluca Milei, 21 July 2023; El Peluca Milei, 3 Feb-
ruary 2025).

In the cases of Kast and Bukele, the level of ag-
gressive delivery in their communications is low-
er, as they generally speak in a calmer and more
measured manner. Nevertheless, they still repli-
cate the same patterns of hate speech as their fel-
low far-right politicians, participating in the alt-
right’s political incorrectness discourse. In Kast's
case, it is possible to observe an ambivalent ap-
proach to the expression of violence. While he
shares many of the ideological positions of the
far-right, he distinguishes himself rhetorically
from other leaders with whom he is often com-
pared: “People always compare me to other pres-
idents: you're a Bukele, you're a Milei, you're a
Bolsonaro. No, | have a manner of treating peo-
ple with dignity at all times. They may make car-
icatures, but | would never speak ill of a migrant,
even if they are undocumented. Yes, what | would
say is: in your condition, you cannot be here”
(Kast, 22 January 2025: 16:10-16:32).

However, in terms of security, both Kast and Nay-
ib Bukele advocate for an iron fist approach.
“The Bukele Model” gained international atten-
tion as synonymous with confronting gang vio-
lence (Meléndez-Sanchez and Vergara 2024). The
expression of masculinity and the exercise of vi-
olence are most clearly conveyed through the
widespread circulation of images depicting de-
grading treatment and torture of prisoners in El
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Salvador’s maximum-security prisons. Bukele's
main strength lies in his rhetoric on controlling
gang violence of the maras and exposing the mis-
treatment of prisoners, promoting a crackdown
approach as a model of success in addressing in-
security and criminal activity (e.g. Bukele, 30 June
2022; Bukele, 2 February 2023; Bukele, 24 February
2023; Bukele, 15 March 2023; Bukele, 11 May 2023;
Bukele, 28 March 2025).

The images go beyond mere propaganda, as El
Salvador has experienced an authoritarian drift,
with a state of siege in place for more than three
years, leading to a situation in which gang vio-
lence has in many ways been replaced by state vi-
olence (Amnesty International 2024). The of abuse
of power is also evident in the forced dismissal
of court ministers in order to alter the constitu-
tion and secure the continuity of government, as
well as in the strengthening of the armed forces’
role (Cristancho Cuesta and Rivera Andrade 2021).
Bukele’s YouTube channel further contains exten-
sive content promoting and glorifying police and
military forces, frequently showing him alongside
military personnel (Bukele, 24 September 2019;
Bukele, 5 August 2020; Bukele, 7 April 2022; Bukele,
7 May 2024).

In the case of Kast, as he moved from a more
moderate conservative stance towards a further
right-wing position, he has similarly used the is-
sue of insecurity to propose a more hard line ap-
proach to immigration and drug trafficking (Kast,
9 March 2018; Kast, 9 June 2020; Kast, 28 Septem-
ber 2020; Kast, 31 August 2021; Kast, 27 Septem-
ber 2021; Kast, 24 April 2023). During his success-
ful 2025 campaign, Kast places strong emphasis
on his anti-immigration stance, and he has ar-
gued that illegal migration is a destruction strat-
egy from the left disguised as solidarity (Kast, 30
May 2025). His current campaign has been based
primarily on increasing security against drug traf-
ficking and immigration, which has attributed to
socialist Venezuela. He has also been very vocal



in his defence of the police forces, especially as
victims of the social protests of 2019 (Kast, 27 April
2025). When discussing his security approach for
Chile, Kast has expressed appreciation for aspects
of “The Bukele Model” (Kast, 19 December 2024).

The Bolsonaro and Milei governments also defend
the police forces, positioning them as “the good
guys” (Jair Bolsonaro, 8 September 2016) and ex-
pressing “those who do it, pay for it” (El Peluca
Milei, 17 February 2025). Under Milei's government,
controls and measures against social protests
were increased (Lorca 2025). Bolsonaro’s govern-
ment was particularly supportive of the military,
with Bolsonaro himself being a former military of-
ficer and appointing military personnel to head
various ministries. Bolsonaro even honoured the
memory of a torturer from Brazil's military dicta-
torship. On this point, there is also convergence
with Milei's governments and Kast's political line
of vindicating or minimising the previous military
dictatorships (Noticias DW 2025; Mufioz Tamayo
2025). Whereas Bukele, conversely, criticises his
country’s past governments after the end of the
civil war, linking them to social unrest and cor-
ruption, and claims to be the “coolest dictator”
of the present day.

5.3 UNRESTRICTED “FREEDOM” AS A
MASCULINE TRAIT

Lastly, an especially prominent common dis-
course among all of these leaders is the use of
the concept of freedom to justify their beliefs and
their intervention in society. This concept draws
on a liberal standpoint, arguing in favour of the
individual freedom a subject might have to de-
cide about their own life. Nevertheless, it is not
used in a liberal manner. First, it is applied to jus-
tify the imposition of one’s own values without
restriction. Second, it refers to men as the pri-
mary subjects who can, and should, exercise au-
tonomy and decision-making. Despite the differ-
ent starting points in their advocacy for freedom,
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this discourse translates, in terms of gender, in-
to a model of masculinity in which autonomy pre-
vails over other values.

The case that most clearly illustrates this use of
the concept of “freedom” is the new transnation-
al far-right symbol Javier Milei, who has built his
entire discourse, and as well as his party “La Lib-
ertad Avanza” (“Freedom Advances”), around this
concept. An economist by profession, a support-
er of the Austrian School, and a self-proclaimed
anarcho-capitalist and libertarian, Milei has con-
structed his political career on the idea expand-
ing “freedom,” primarily in opposition to the ex-
istence of the state (e.g. El Peluca Milei, 28 August
2021; El Peluca Milei, 22 July 2023). With the secu-
rity measures imposed during the COVID-19 Pan-
demic and the worsening economic situation in
Argentina, the idea of freedom resonated more
strongly with the Argentines who later elected
him president. Milei championed the idea of un-
restricted freedom, including through his politi-
cal incorrectness and symbols such as the “chain-
saw”, which he used to represent plans to cut
social spending and reduce the role of the state
(El Peluca Milei, 15 September 2023; El Peluca Mil-
ei, 20 February 2025).

In a similar manner, Kast frequently presents free-
dom as the opposite of state control and con-
trasts it with socialism, often using Venezuela as
an example of an authoritarian model (Kast, 6
September 2024). He has also stated that one of
the reasons for creating the Partido Republica-
no was to “defend freedom” and avoid shifting to
the left, as he claims other right-wing parties have
done (Kast, 24 August 2024). This position aligns
with the defence of the neoliberal minimal state
that Chile has maintained since the dictatorship
of Augusto Pinochet. Much of Kast's discourse and
campaign messaging echoes this idea of freedom
(Kast, 10 December 2021; Kast, 22 September 2021).
On the one hand, this idea is mobilised against
illegal immigration and drug trafficking, while on
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the other, it is used in reference to the onset of
the social outbreak of 2019, which challenged
the economic arrangements of the Chilean state
(Kast, 13 January 2021).

Bolsonaro has also echoed elements of the rhet-
oric on economic freedom through his adherence
to neoliberal policies during his time in govern-
ment, frequently emphasising the importance of
the reduction of the state and the strengthen-
ing of individual freedoms. Nevertheless, his most
significant framing of freedom is that of religious
freedom, directed at his Christian constituencies
and articulated through narratives of threat as-
sociated with anti-gender campaigns. Bolsona-
ro was particularly vocal on this issue, repeated-
ly invoking the slogan “God, Fatherland, Family,
Freedom” (Bolsonaro, 6 May 2024). This formula-
tion expresses a perceived license to enforce the
other values promoted in this discourse, regard-
less of existing social differences. In this sense, it
represents an update of the earlier motto used
by the Brazilian integralists of the 1930s of “God,
Fatherland, Family”, now combined with a neo-
liberal view (Resumen Latinoamericano 2021). In
the same vein, Kast defines freedom as protect-
ing children from what he describes as “ideolog-
ical education” by the state, which he associates
with “gender ideology” (Kast, 27 June 2019).

In a manner similar to his Brazilian, Argentine, and
Chilean counterparts, Bukele refers to freedom in
opposition to what he describes as “globalists”
who are criticise his governing methods. As he
stated in a speech, “they say globalism comes to
die at CPAC, I'm here to tell you that in El Salva-
dor it's already dead” (Bukele, 24 February 2024:
1:48-2:09). Nevertheless, his discourse on freedom
focuses primarily on security (Bukele, 29 Septem-
ber 2024), justifying certain forms of state coer-
cion as necessary in exchange for public safety. In
contrast to his colleagues on the global far-right,
Bukele does emphasise shrinking the state or cut-
ting public spending. Instead he has engaged with
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contemporary business trends, including crypto-
currencies (Bukele, 24 November 2021). Milei is
likewise connected to the world of cryptocurrency
and has been associated with controversy in this
arena, most notably through the “Libra” crypto-
currency fraud (Jaureguy 2025).

Overall, whether directed against the state, hu-
man rights, or multilateralism, when these leaders
speak about freedom they refer to the possibility
of action without restriction as a right. They argue
in favour of their own freedom to implement the
policies they consider appropriate according to
their conservative and neoliberal views. As male
leaders, they also reflect expectations traditional-
ly placed on men, which are reinforced by the sex-
ist understanding of sexuality promoted in their
discourse. For this reason, freedom functions as
a common value linking conservative and neolib-
eral thinking. It becomes a justification for impos-
ing a particular narrow vision of family, religion,
and economy on the rest of society (Brown 2023).

6 CONCLUSION

Itis possible to identify several converging points
in the discourse of the far-right analysed in terms
of gender. First, there is the reinforcement of an
unequal gender hierarchy, with men positioned
as head of the household and compulsory het-
erosexuality presented as “tradition”. Second, ag-
gression and violence are justified as legitimate
forms of politics, and also as expressions of mas-
culinity. Third, naturalisation of unrestricted free-
dom serving to justify both the imposition of an
imaginary ideal gender order and the use of vio-
lence by the state. Although the leaders analysed
come from different political backgrounds and
traditions, the current context marked by the rise
of the far-right has produced a gradual conver-
gence in their positions. They increasingly align
with a form of authoritarian neoliberalism, com-
bining extreme liberal positions on economic is-
sues with conservative positions on moral issues.



From this perspective, the ideal subject is hy-
per-individualised, and the state and its inter-
vention are considered undesirable for the free-
dom of this subject. This citizen subject is clearly
imagined as male and heterosexual, as evidenced
by the persistent opposition to women'’s rights
to autonomy and to the existence of the LGBTQ+
community. The demands of these groups, like
any claims that highlight structural inequalities,
are equated with state intervention and therefore
framed as forms of authoritarianism. There is a
significant contradiction and in promoting larg-
er families and traditional gender roles while si-
multaneously rejecting the conditions necessary
to sustain them, including a stronger state and
stable employment. The promise that men can
embody the figure of the male provider - more
closely associated with the Fordist model of in-
dustrial capitalism (Salzinger 2016) - is now large-
ly unattainable. This promise functions not only
as a deception, but also as a disciplinary and sed-
ative mechanism.

The violent discourse of political incorrectness
serves not only to normalise violence, but also
operates as a pedagogy of cruelty, as Segato ar-
gues, which pushes men towards a command to be
violent as part of masculine expectations. When
political models begin to adopt these forms, they
also normalise violence within mainstream poli-
tics, eroding the foundations of democratic dia-
logue and the humanisation of adversaries, who
are instead treated as enemies. This violence is
reinforced by the idea of unrestricted freedom,
which, in the face of security threats, legitimis-
es more aggressive and anti-democratic inter-
ventions. At the same time, this reproduces a cy-
cle of unrestricted freedom which applies only
to certain individuals, in this case the leaders in
power, to whom others must submit. This dynam-
ic resembles the logic of patriarchal submission
in exchange for protection (Vega Solis 2023: 319).
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In this context of the regression of rights associ-
ated with the liberal script and the normalisation
of an unequal society, the appeal to men seeks
to mobilise a subjectivity based on privilege or
entitlement. This represents “a patriarchal reac-
tion that seeks to legitimize and rebuild an or-
der that restores the power of men and fathers
(political fathers, pastoral fathers, family fathers,
etc.), naturalizing it and positioning it at the top
of an intersection of hierarchies of gender, sexu-
ality, race, and age” (Cabezas Fernandez and Ve-
ga Solis 2023: 24). Within this context, moral dis-
course becomes compensatory in the face of the
dismantling of the state and the curtailment of
rights (Biroli 2017). Faced with the use of freedom
and tradition to justify violent imposition, it be-
comes necessary to redefine the concept of free-
dom (Brown 2019) and to enable horizons of egal-
itarian social orders.
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[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bPcGySCec8w

Bolsonaro, Jair: 2018, August 30: Inversao de valores,
politicamente correto e o caos implementado.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9n7kt4To94l

Bolsonaro, Jair 2019, June 14: PRESIDENTE BOLSONARO
- DEUS, FAMILIA, BRASIL! [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kRFIYTKtfs

Bolsonaro, Jair 2019, March 8: Ministra Damares:
Uma mulher de Acao e nao de mimimi.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sxxFtitha-U

Bolsonaro, Jair 2020, September 16: O Estado é laico.
- Respeitamos a todos. - Mas 0 nosso Governo
é CRISTAO. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4FObF2RiHVE

Bolsonaro, Jair 2024, May 6: Deus, Patria, Familia e
Liberdade! [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/shorts/Md4Ll_p_mo8

Bukele, Nayib 2018, September 20: Primera entrevista
a Nayib, oficialmente como candidato a la
Presidencia. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=0pLQW8RWZIs

Bukele, Nayib 2019, September 24: Nacion de Héroes.
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pvak4Q0OmotM

Bukele, Nayib 2020, August 5: Esta es la Nueva Fuerza
Armada de El Salvador. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq03v8Qh670

Bukele, Nayib 2021, November 24: #BitcoinCity sv.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8T6atCMAVfE

Bukele, Nayib 2022, February 13: “Derechos Humanos”
| English subtitles. [Video file]. Youtube. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=68zGA-7nICI

Bukele, Nayib 2022, April 7. NUEVOS SOLDADOS
Y POLICIAS PARA LA GUERRA CONTRA LAS
PANDILLAS. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Fyb4zf44TYQ

Bukele, Nayib 2022, June 20: 3 anos del Plan Control
Territorial. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=hINbOZ_jVjg
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Bukele, Nayib 2023, February 2: Centro de Confinamiento
del Terrorismo | #CECOT. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fuBjhrgYkdMm

Bukele, Nayib 2023, February 24: Traslado de
Pandilleros al Centro de Confinamiento del
Terrorismo. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=agmWSroZwe8

Bukele, Nayib 2023, March 15: Segundo Traslado de
Pandilleros al Centro de Confinamiento del
Terrorismo. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=tF2W1U8gv_&

Bukele, Nayib 2023, May 11: 365 Dias sin homicidios.
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xPy38lEcqxU

Bukele, Nayib 2024, May 7: Nuestra Fuerza Armada
cumple 200 anos y esta a punto de lograr su
victoria mas grande... | English. [Video file].
YouTube. www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUzo_
igulH8

Bukele, Nayib 2024, February 24: Discurso completo
CPAC 2024. [Video file]. Youtube. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=hOFErQLbd8k

Bukele, Nayib 2024, July 12: 10 anos de casados, 2
hijas y tantos momentos que hemos vivido
juntos. [Video file]. Youtube. www.youtube.com/
shorts/30NT)ma9j6k

Bukele, Nayib 2024, September 29: El “Mundo Libre” ya
no es libre. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=IVpNTRzNW-U

Bukele, Nayib 2025, March 28: 3er. Aniversario Regimen
de Excepcion. [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/shorts/xJjwixUaVko

Kast, José Antonio 2017, May 10: José Antonio Kast —
#AbortoNO. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=bLxhrw3z5ww

Kast, José Antonio 2017, September 21: La familia
es el eje fundamental de nuestra sociedad.
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6UNU5Pb39BY

Kast, José Antonio 2017, October 14: José Antonio Kast
participa de la marcha nacional por la familiay
la vida. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=68Cjjn3unYo
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Kast, José Antonio 2018, January 23: Nadie merece
ser discriminado ni nadie merece morir, bajo
ninguna circunstancia. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUef7TuO7WE

Kast, José Antonio 2018, March 8: Pia Adriasola jFeliz dia
a todas las mujeres! [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=XhdQemNaTZ0

Kast, José Antonio 2018, March 9: José Antonio Kast:
La crisis migratoria es una realidad, no un
invento. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=IdzZSXwoHd4

Kast, José Antonio 2019, June 27: José Antonio Kast
en Conferencia Dudas y certezas en torno
al populismo en Iberoamérica. [Video file].
YouTube. www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDy-
bqugips

Kast, José Antonio 2020, June 9: Combatiendo el
terrorismo - José Antonio Kast con Alvaro
Uribe. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w7QhEmAxJ)Q

Kast, José Antonio 2020, September 28: Chile esta en
peligro. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=9ZGweGe4QV8

Kast, José Antonio 2020, September 29: EL ENGANO A
LOS EVANGELICOS. [Video file]. YouTube. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzpsollAdEI

Kast, José Antonio 2021, January 13: “El objetivo es
conseguir la mayor cantidad de constituyentes

la Libertad.”
[video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BG7Bg7(Vylw

Kast, José Antonio 2021, July 12: Recuperemos nuestras

que defiendan la idea de

tradiciones. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=GbUoFF70qvg

Kast, José Antonio 2021, September 22: Yo me atrevo a
defender la libertad, ;Y ti? [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TV)Yy2JFuPU

Kast, José Antonio 2021, September 27: Sobre la crisis
migratoria y acontecer pais #AtreveteChile.
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m27f2lKqALI

Kast, José Antonio 2021, August 31: Atrévanse a terminar
con el terrorismo, con la delincuencia y la
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violencia. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=nBVE5Zq04ss

Kast, José Antonio 2021, December 10: Caminaremos
hacia un nuevo Estado. Un Estado moderno al
servicio de las personas. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqMAMWH66rU

Kast, José Antonio 2023, April 24: Por un Chile con Cero
Narcos. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=SRbHuG-cDaE

Kast, José Antonio 2024, August 24: José Antonio Kast
en CPAC México 2024. [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Jku3JGm2jHo

Kast, José Antonio 2024, September 6: José Antonio
Kast en Foro Madrid. [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=kYZ8n_-cGEg

Kast, José Antonio 2024, Dezember 19: Desde la
Redaccion: el Gobierno feminista se cae a
pedazos [Video file]. YouTube. https://youtube.
com/watch?v=qVEzs-iNmpA

Kast, José Antonio 2025, January 1: ;Un matrimonio
exitoso? Revive. [Video file]l. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/watch?v=a4fD09TTzsk

Kast, José Antonio 2025, January 22: En Radio ADN:
Para lo politicamente correcto no estoy.
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LqqNPOQOSZk

Kast, José Antonio 2025, May 30: CPAC Hungria 2025:
iChile no sera el paraiso de la ilegalidad!
[Video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zGlozLurEXQ

Kast, José Antonio 2025, April 27: SOLOS: El documental
@ que rompe el silencio. [Video file]. YouTube. /
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFbUq_2HIYk

El Peluca Milei 2021, July 18: “ESTOY EN CONTRA DEL
MATRIMONIO” - Javier Milei en La Nacion +
18/7/2021. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=j0yhQKutXpc

El Peluca Milei 2021, August 28: “YO ME
AUTOPROCLAMABA LIBERAL CUANDO ERA MALA
PALABRA” - Javier Milei con Marcelo Grandio
28/8/2021. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jNIjOXqXZ6g

El Peluca Milei 2021, October 21: MILEI HUMILLO A
ZURDA QUE LO TRATO DE MACHISTA - Javier
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Milei en el Canal de la Ciudad 20/10/2021.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NdiWK94ugHI

El Peluca Milei 2022, May 13: “PERDON POR TENER
PEN3” MILEI INDIGNADO CON FEMINISTAS
EN LA FERIA DEL LIBRO - Infobae 13/5/2022.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=133gxKvYYEc

El Peluca Milei 2022, June 4: MILEI HUMILLO A FEMINISTA
PANUELITO VERDE - Javier Milei en La Nacion +
3/6/2022. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=pXoqBas5644

El Peluca Milei 2023, June 5: MILEI DESTROZO EL VERSO
DE LAS FEMINISTAS Y LA EDUCACION SEXU4L
INTEGRAL. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.
com/watch?v=csvrxOyvy2A

El Peluca Milei 2022, August 4: MILEI ESTALLO CONTRA
LOS POLITICOS: “HIJOS DE PUT*S, SORET*S”
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/shorts/
n09e1ZkYex0

El Peluca Milei 2022, November 14: MILEI DESTROZO
A PERIODISTA CON UNA CALCULADORA.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
shorts/9WMH1A44R90

El Peluca Milei 2023, July 21: LA PELICULA DE MILEI:
JAVIER MILElI LA REVOLUCION LIBERAL.
[Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7VJE0O50two08

El Peluca Milei 2023, July 22: EMOCIONANTE FINAL DE LA
PELICULA DE MILEI [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/shorts/vCAVHgA19Gc

El Peluca Milei, 2023, August 25: EL DIA QUE MILEI
CONOCIO A SU NOVIA FATIMA FLOREZ HACE 1
ANO. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jMpY0Qslkgc

El Peluca Milei 2023, August 25: EL DIA QUE MILEI
CONOCIO A SU NOVIA FATIMA FLOREZ HACE 1
ANO. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jMpY0Qslkgc

El Peluca Milei 2023, September 15: LLEGO LA
MOTOSIERRA DE MILEI. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/shorts/fY39aAmRWLU

El Peluca Milei 2024, January 26: MILEI PUSO LOS HUEVOS
Y VOLVIO PRENDIDO FUEGO. [Video file]. YouTube.
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=awdZ18tP9zw

El Peluca Milei 2024, February 6: JAVIER MILEI: EL NUEVO
LIDER DEL MUNDO LIBRE &2, [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/shorts/krq-AG54hWk

El Peluca Milei 2024, December 3: MILEI Y PETTOVELLO
CON LA IGLESIA. [Video file]. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/shorts/j3BpH0QeuT8

El Peluca Milei 2025, February 3: MILEI TOTALMENTE
SACADO TRAS EL ESCANDALO EN LA MARCHA
LGBT. [Video file]. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b0kCOhSkSmo

El Peluca Milei 2025, February 4: MILEI DESTRUYE A LOS
DEGENERADOS KIRCHNERISTAS QUE DEFIENDEN
EL MINISTERIO DE LA MUJER. [Video file]. YouTube.
www.youtube.com/shorts/jSWQ2DNhILg

El Peluca Milei 2025, February 17: MILEI DIO LA CARA
TRAS EL ESCANDALO CON LA CRIPTOMONEDA.
[video file]l. YouTube. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uk2i5p)s7CU

El Peluca Milei 2025, February 20: JAVIER MILEI, ELON
MUSK Y LA MOTOSIERRA. (n.d.). [Video file].
YouTube. www.youtube.com/shorts/T)SVAtbt2fA

El Peluca Milei 2025, April 10: SOMOS SUPERIORES A
LOS SOCIALISTAS. [Video file]l. YouTube. www.
youtube.com/shorts/ccZkDn-hDn0
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