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Out of Home, Out of Time
Temporalities of Displacement and Urban Regeneration
 
Yara Sa’di-Ibraheem

ABSTRACT

Dispossession, eviction, and displacement caused by 
neoliberal urban regeneration have become a major 
topic for criticism in the fields of geography and plan-
ning. Yet, recent critical research has argued that ur-
ban regeneration schemes are often explored through 
a universalising approach, detached from the local his-
tories of the places studied. Furthermore, a significant 
part of published research on urban regeneration has 
not heeded the extensive literature on the role of tem-
poralities in space production, despite its half-centu-
ry presence in human geography. Hence, I suggest fo-
cusing on time as a tool for exploring actually existing 
neoliberal urban regeneration processes in the present. 
Furthermore, I underscore the need to examine non-Eu-
rocentric temporalities and develop a rooted lexicon 
to reconceptualise urban processes by analysing four 
studies on the temporal experiences of residents liv-
ing in neighbourhoods undergoing urban regenera-
tion in Baku, Azerbaijan; New Saigon, Vietnam; Recife, 
Brazil; and the pre-1948 Palestinian city of Jaffa, Israel. 

1	 INTRODUCTION

This article follows some of the questions and 
leads suggested by critical geographers (Harris 
2008; Lees 2012; Robinson 2011; Roy 2005; Schiller 
2012; Ward 2010) regarding what urban regenera-
tion, the process of redeveloping urban areas to 
address physical, social, and economic challeng-
es, in the 21st Century might look like from a bot-
tom-up perspective. Specifically, it examines res-
idents‘ experiences: How is urban regeneration 
experienced? And how, through a grounded lens, 
could it be conceptualised and studied globally 
free of Eurocentrism? This article attempts to con-
tribute to these debates by analysing urban re-
generation schemes as both spatial and temporal 

 
phenomena. Arguably, time and residents‘ tem-
poral experiences form a foundation and a lexi-
con for a more inclusive and rooted – as termed 
by Gautam Bhan (2019) – conceptualisation of ur-
ban processes.

Similar to other disciplines in the social scienc-
es (Alatas 2003; Go 2016), a significant tranche 
of geography research has recently underscored 
the field‘s Eurocentric framing of processes and 
phenomena such as urban regeneration schemes 
(Harris 2008). Despite the fact that urban regener-
ation has become a global phenomenon, it is still 
conceptualised as a continuation of the history 
of European policy, which aimed to clear slums 
and reconstruct cities. This policy reached a peak 
in the 1940s, and, in the 1980s, it took a neoliber-
al turn, involving the private sector (Shaw/Butler 
2020: 97). As a result, urban regeneration in the 
neoliberal era became a market-driven redevel-
opment strategy prioritising profit over social eq-
uity and public needs. 

The end-products of regeneration and associated 
marketing campaigns also often underscore mod-
ern European liberal values, such as multicultur-
alism, eco-friendliness, and LGBTQ-friendliness, 
even when these values might be alien to some 
neighbourhoods‘ history and present-day culture 
(Ali et al. 2020; Boyer 1992; Hatherley 2011; Kreis 
2012). For some, the resulting schemes may even 
be oppressive and cause displacement and dis-
possession (Harvey 2003).1 Hence, recent studies 

1   The large numbers of people displaced annually are often not 
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challenge not only the outcomes of such ap-
proaches but also the Eurocentric conceptual-
isation of urban regeneration. These scholar-
ly efforts have revealed the actual existing – as 
termed by Neil Brenner and Nik Theodore (2002) – 
racial neoliberalism and identified how urban re-
generation is merged into historical racial power 
relations and violent colonial structures that can 
perpetuate the dispossession and displacement 
of Indigenous populations and marginalised com-
munities (Bhagat 2018; Coulthard 2014).

These studies highlight the different contexts in 
which regimes influence planning schemes, in-
cluding forms of state intervention and historical, 
cultural, and economic powers. For example, An-
drew Harris (2008) contrasts London‘s state-facil-
itated gentrification projects, focused on attract-
ing global capital, with Mumbai‘s redevelopment 
schemes, where slum clearance and displacement 
are deeply intertwined with local political patron-
age and class inequalities, offering a compara-
tive perspective on Eurocentric and non-Eurocen-
tric models of urban regeneration. Moreover, most 
studies suggest a greater focus on cities from the 
Global South (including the insights from set-
tler-colonial and marginalised geographers), not 
as case studies but, rather, as sources for theori-
sation (González 2016; Harris 2008). The four cas-
es presented in this article further highlight the 
absurdity of categorising and discussing certain 
processes (such as those embedded within set-
tler-colonialism) as pertaining to urban regener-
ation when their actual context is altogether dif-
ferent.

Yet, despite recurring critiques, urban regener-
ation schemes are still frequently employed by 
government bodies and policymakers as a uni-
versal panacea based on identifiable stages and 

acknowledged by governmental bodies and real-estate companies 
as an inherent structural feature of the neoliberal urban regenera-
tion process. Rather, displacement is positioned as simply a regret-
table byproduct of a necessary evolution.

framed within a specific timeline. Moreover, re-
search on their more detrimental consequences, 
such as displacement and dispossession, seems 
to be limited in both scope and nuance. For exam-
ple, displacement has traditionally been reduced 
to processes involving purely spatial events, and 
only in the last decade has time been foreground-
ed in studies examining its effects on the dis-
placed (Davidson 2009: 223; Kern 2016: 444; Lees 
2012: 155). Furthermore, the few scholars that have 
addressed time in urban regeneration processes 
have done so through an abstract lens, alluding 
to a Newtonian mode of predictability, linearity, 
and singular cause-and-effect (Adam 1998: 46). 
In this regard, struggles in the literature against 
displacement tend to focus solely on the event of 
eviction and the ensuing claims for compensation, 
hence limiting the discourse to what Libby Por-
ter (2014: 399) called „possessory politics“ – pol-
itics of rights recognition framed around posses-
sory rights. Consequently, debates and claims are 
not only restricted in scope but also conceal the 
very power structures, both local and historical, 
that cause displacement in the first place (Por-
ter 2014: 399).

Over the last decade, a growing body of research 
(addressing spatio-temporal experiences, tempo-
ral power relations, temporal modes, and time 
presentation) has suggested that representation-
al time2 be explored as an analytical framework 
in urban studies (Lombard 2013; Sakizlioğlu 2014). 
This approach seeks to expose cultural expres-
sions of time, such as memory, spatio-temporal 
experiences, and the poetics of space and time 
(Bachelard 2014), and to incorporate them in the 
conceptualisation of urban-making processes.

Building on this stream of scholarship, I suggest 
linking the recent literature on time as an ana-
lytical framework in urban studies with critical 

2  Alluding to Lefebvre‘s (1991) representational space, which is 
more about people‘s lived experience than the perceived and con-
ceived spaces.
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approaches, including new comparative urban-
ism. The bulk of research on time and urban re-
generation could, I believe, function as a valuable 
foundation for theorisation that stems from the 
experiences of Indigenous and marginalised com-
munities rather than imposing a global discourse 
rooted in Europe. In Part 1 of this article, I address 
the re-emergence of time in human geography. 
Part 2 elaborates the methodology used, based on 
the relational urban comparison approach. Part 
3 adopts the narratives of temporalities lens to 
engage with four studies on the temporal experi-
ences of residents living in neighbourhoods un-
dergoing urban regeneration. Finally, in Part 4, I 
discuss some of the temporal modes arising from 
these four cases to consider how urban regener-
ation processes and displacement might be ex-
plored in a way that is rooted in bottom-up data 
and grounded in first-hand accounts of the im-
pacts of such interventions.

2	 TIME IN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

The notion of time geography is frequently as-
sociated with Torsten Hägerstrand (1970). Yet, his 
research is often criticised for its physicalist ap-
proach, in which space and time are taken as ab-
solute (Merriman 2012: 16, citing Thrift 1977), and 
for its lack of attention to human agency and 
power relations based on ethnicity, gender, and 
class (Massey 1991; Merriman 2012: 12; Rose 1993). 
Subsequent approaches to time and temporal-
ity and their relationship to space were devel-
oped in various directions (Harvey 1969; Lefebvre 
1991; Massey 2005; Pred 1977; Thrift 1977). In her 
documentary investigation, Fraya Frehse (2021: 
392) identifies three kinds of social temporalities 
in the works of prominent scholars‘3 works con-
ceptualising the spatial dimension of their ob-
jects of study. The first is immediacy, most preva-
lent among sociologists, referring to the now. The 

3  Considered to be more sociologists than geographers.

second is historicity, which Frehse (2021) calls an 
entanglement between categories related to the 
past, present, and future – for example, Lefeb-
vre‘s (1991: 42) primary research focuses on social 
practices and everyday life as historical products. 
Therefore, his conception of the „social space“ 
dialectically combines the past, the present, and 
„the possible“.4 The last of the three is history 
(Frehse 2021: 392), understood as a „diachronic se-
quence of social transformations brought about 
by powerful social forces“. This concept draws on 
Pierre Bourdieu‘s (1996) thesis on the contribu-
tion of the habitus, which embodies history (and 
the immediate) to constitute the habitat. Frehse 
(2021) demonstrates how canonic sociologists use 
combinations of these temporalities when em-
ploying different forms of space as methodologi-
cal tools to explore the production of space.

Despite the extensive literature on temporalities 
regarding space production and almost fifty years 
since its reemergence in human geography, time 
is still not fully integrated into urban studies re-
search, particularly in studies dealing with urban 
regeneration. Büge Sakizlioğlu (2014), for exam-
ple, demonstrates how a temporal approach may 
afford a basis for rethinking core concepts in the 
field, such as approaching urban regeneration as 
a process that residents experience even before 
the eviction, rather than as an event that can be 
simply researched from a pre or post perspective. 
Her argument is also essential in facilitating the 
linkage of urban studies with the growing tranche 
of literature regarding spatio-temporal experienc-
es, such as waiting and Bourdieu‘s (1996) notion 
of empty time, both of which are experienced by 
various disempowered groups, including immi-
grants, colonised people, inhabitants in informal 
neighbourhoods, and the unemployed (Bayrat 
2007; Chakrabarty 2000; Jeffery 2008; Lombard 
2013). Some of these studies have emphasised 

4  According to Frehse (2021: 396), in Lefebvre’s (1991) conceptual-
isation, “immediacy and historicity coexist within social practice”.
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the need to focus on emerging alternative tem-
poralities instead of addressing waiting as emp-
ty time (Brun 2015; Colon 2011; Gray 2011; Kracau-
er 1995; Lombard 2013; Mountz 2011).

Returning to urban regeneration studies, as not-
ed earlier, more and more scholars have begun 
to consider time with greater scrutiny. For exam-
ple, following Lefebvre‘s „Rhythmanalysis“ (2013), 
several studies have explored the temporal ten-
sions generated under urban alteration process-
es (Edensor 2012; Kärrholm 2009; Simpson 2008). 
Some demonstrate how urban regeneration, in-
cluding gentrification, reorganises social life, 
imposing rhythms and time spaces that priori-
tise the events and practices of economic activ-
ities as opposed to residential needs in low and 
middle-class neighbourhoods (Degen 2010; Kern 
2016). Not only do such new temporalities change 
the rhythms of the residents‘ lives, but they al-
so pose a barrier for those unable to participate 
in the new regulated time, causing their tempo-
ral displacement (Kern 2016: 442). Therefore, in 
such cases, time is both the subject of change 
and a tool through which gentrification‘s „slow vi-
olence“ is enforced (Kern 2016: 442). Nevertheless, 
as well as capturing the power of the imposed 
temporalities of evictions and displacements, ma-
ny of these studies also highlight the multiplicity 
of experiences of rhythms and temporalities, in-
cluding marginalised ones, and the dynamic na-
ture of time-space (Degen 2017). For example, by 
focusing on residents‘ sense of time in the con-
text of informal urban settlement, Melanie Lom-
bard (2013) identifies multiple temporalities aside 
from waiting and uncertainty, including the con-
struction of identity, hope, and belonging, and 
time-bound tactics of resistance.

Yet, as Monica Degen (2017) points out, the po-
tential of these dynamics and the un-dichoto-
mous temporalities might be missed, as schol-
ars tend to focus on a specific period of time – a 
temporal window in which the remaking of the 

neighbourhood occurs. Therefore, methodolog-
ically, she argues, there is a need for a longitu-
dinal exploration that enables us to discern al-
terations in temporalities, such as in her study 
on Barcelona‘s cultural quarter regarding the do-
minion of neoliberal powers and the rise of what 
she defines as „resistance of place“ (Degen 2017: 
142) This methodological intervention is arguably 
crucial when thinking globally and exploring ur-
ban regeneration in marginalised spaces where 
structural – colonial and racial – power relations 
are embodied.

3	 METHODOLOGY

Following the call to  theorise from the Glob-
al South – to move away from universal theo-
ries and, instead, develop new ones and a lex-
icon derived from their contexts  (Alatas 2003; 
Harris 2008; Roy 2005) – in this study, special at-
tention is given to grounded empirical research 
in cities outside Western Europe, focusing on the 
Global South, the Middle East, or former Soviet 
Republics. In addition, the study follows a rela-
tional comparative approach, recognising that ur-
ban processes and city politics in the neoliberal 
era are interconnected in a dynamic sense (Ward 
2010: 482). For example, some urban regenera-
tion schemes are supported by global and non-lo-
cal investors, such as the World Bank. Moreover, 
many projects target international tourism and 
wealthy foreign communities. Hence, cities and 
neighbourhoods should not be addressed sep-
arately but rather as part of broader global sys-
tems and processes (Massey 1991; Ward 2008). Fol-
lowing Kevin Ward (2010), Ananya Roy (2003), Jane 
Jacobs (2012), and others, this article attempts to 
move away from the classical comparison that 
concentrates on similarities and differences be-
tween cases and contexts. Instead, it heeds the 
suggestion to think in terms of multiplicity (Jacobs 
2012: 906), exploring the entanglements between 
the dynamics and trajectories of different cities 
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and supporting a relational comparison ‚that us-
es different cities to pose questions of one anoth-
er‘ (Ward 2010: 480).

Here, I focus on four studies exploring residents‘ 
sense of time in neighbourhoods undergoing ur-
ban regeneration in Baku, Azerbaijan; New Saigon, 
Vietnam; Recife, Brazil; and the pre-1948 Palestin-
ian city of Jaffa, Israel. While my discussion may 
signal certain similarities or differences in tem-
poralities and time spaces across these cases, my 
goal is to apply holistic, interconnected thinking 
to temporalities – both those created as a result 
of global policies and schemes and the oppos-
ing or alternative ones emerging in different con-
texts. I also bring in Frehse‘s (2021) categorisation 
of temporalities into this analysis.

4	 NARRATIVES OF TEMPORALITIES

4.1  BAKU

In 2011, Human Rights Watch (2012) published a 
report based on 67 interviews with residents living 
in middle-class neighbourhoods undergoing ur-
ban regeneration in Baku, Azerbaijan. According to 
the report, the scheme involved the expropriation 
and illegal demolition of thousands of properties 
to construct parks, modern infrastructures, tour-
istic venues, and luxury residential buildings. For 
example, the coastal neighbourhood, Bayil, be-
came the National Flag Square, covering 60 hect-
ares and Baku Crystal Hall, a huge indoor are-
na, was built there to host the 2012 Eurovision 
Song Contest. The Human Rights Watch (2012) 
report documents how, to make way for these 
large-scale developments, residents were forcibly 
displaced, buildings were destroyed or made in-
habitable, and homeowners were detained with-
out explanation. Time and timing played a ma-
jor role in the disempowerment of residents, who 
were kept waiting and rendered uncertain: peo-
ple did not know when the bulldozers would come 

to demolish their homes or when evictions might 
occur. Infrastructures and parts of buildings were 
destroyed gradually and systematically, yet seem-
ingly randomly, for months.

While the report focuses mainly on the violent 
events surrounding the evictions, the illegal ex-
propriations, and the unfair compensation, resi-
dents‘ narratives of their own experiences reveal 
additional aspects of their displacement. For ex-
ample, some interviewees relate their present 
displacement to their past: „We lost our past“5; 
„My husband‘s grandfather built our house; it has 
been in our family for over 100 years“.6 For oth-
ers, displacement also overshadowed their future 
plans: „I‘m 47 years old, and I should be help-
ing my children get on with their lives. But, in-
stead, I‘m starting everything from scratch be-
cause they wrecked everything we‘ve built for 
ourselves“.7 Losing control over time and freedom 
of choice materialises in their decisions regard-
ing compensation: „I don‘t want to take the apart-
ment that they are offering us. I prefer monetary 
compensation so that I can make my own choice 
about where to live“.8 Hence, these interviewees 
do not engage in what Porter (2014) terms „pos-
sessory politics“ but rather express the symbolic 
and physical violence they experienced, including 
waiting, pressure, living in uncertainty, and having 
their life trajectories forcibly redirected.

4.2  NEW SAIGON

Temporal experiences similar to those of Baku‘s 
residents can be found in other studies world-
wide, albeit at different times and on differ-
ent scales. For example,  an urban regeneration 

5   Interview with Bashkhanum Abbasova, Baku, interview by the 
Human Rights Watch (26 January 2012).

6   Interview with Firuza Gulieva, Baku, interview by the Human 
Rights Watch (2 June 2011).

7   Interview with Aysel A., Baku, interview by the Human Rights 
Watch (11 December 2011).

8   Interview with Firuza Gulieva, Baku, interview by the Human 
Rights Watch (2 June 2011).
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scheme approved in 1998 in New Saigon (Thu 
Thiem), Vietnam, led to the eviction of approxi-
mately 15,000 households, some relating to fam-
ilies who had lived in the area since the French 
colonial era. Due to repeated delays, demolition 
and evictions continued for several years, during 
which people were forced to live among piles of 
rubble. Similar to Baku‘s interviewees, residents 
in New Saigon demonstrate a conception of time 
regarding displacement that stretches beyond the 
urban regeneration project timeframe and even 
their lifetime. In his study on this scheme, Erik 
Harms (2013: 360) describes how residents are up-
set about their displacement from the land that, 
as one resident explains, has „been in the family 
for three generations, and which held the tombs 
of his parents, as well as a significant shrine 
(miˆeu) to his lineage“ (Harms 2013: 360).

Moreover, Harms (2013: 346) argues that, despite 
the scheme‘s timeframe being based on a linear 
logic directed toward the completion of the proj-
ect, matters of when and how long are unknown 
components that become the core of the alienat-
ing temporal relations of uncertainty and contra-
dictions among locals. Hence, residents lose con-
trol over time, and their lives become intertwined 
with the temporality of development, planning, 
and funding streams. Nevertheless, the study 
shows that not all residents experience temporal 
uncertainty in the same way. The effects of „evic-
tion time“ vary, Harms (2013) argues, depending 
on class and gender, among other variables. As a 
result, while some people suffer from an inabil-
ity to plan their future, others (frequently, well-
off men) are turning toward an alternative tempo-
rality based on spontaneous possibilities: „their 
indifference to time lets them play with time“ 
(Harms 2013: 365).

This group transforms waiting into an economical-
ly productive form of social experience. Although 
it can hardly be considered an „unconscious re-
sistance“, according to Harms (2013), it seems to 

echo the majority of studies on alternative tem-
poralities and agency-under-waiting among dis-
empowered groups. Nevertheless, the cases doc-
umented by Harms (2013) in New Saigon seem to 
represent individualistic choices and strategies of 
playing with time. This raises the question of indi-
vidual versus collective alternative temporalities 
and their implications within the context of neo-
liberal time. The diversity of time experiences and 
choices in forming new temporalities seem more 
limited in less diverse communities – in terms of 
class and ethnicity – as shown in the following 
two studies.

4.3  RECIFE

Martijn Koster (2020) conducted a 15-year anthro-
pological study in a marginalised urban area in 
the north of Recife in Brazil. The city, home to ap-
proximately 1.6 million residents, has tradition-
ally been the destination of large inflows of mi-
grants from the arid rural areas of north-eastern 
Brazil. Koster (2020: 189) emphasises that „many 
of these migrants have settled in illegal dwellings 
and, over the years, have lived through several ur-
ban interventions that targeted their homes and 
surroundings“. Moreover, the city is characterised 
by its pro-poor approach, which „has emphasised 
social inclusion and presented urban develop-
ment as a vehicle to improve the living conditions 
of the poor“ (Koster 2020: 189).9 In his research for 
the study, Koster (2020) focused on temporality 
through an anthropological methodology, which 
enabled him to capture different forms of time 
(people‘s time versus project time), the diversity 
of the population affected by urban planning, and 
how urban regeneration interventions have be-
come a constant presence in people‘s lives.

9  According to Koster (2020: 189), „especially through a system of 
laws that was implemented in 1987 to legalise the slums and pro-
vide them with infrastructure and prioritise shelter and user rights 
over property rights among others“.
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While these themes seem to be shared through-
out residents‘ experiences in other cities, both 
Koster‘s (2020) longitudinal research and the in-
frastructural conditions of the favelas (slums) 
shed light on a less-discussed aspect: the long-
term implications of urban schemes. Moreover, 
Koster‘s (2020) follow-up with interviewees after 
their displacement and subsequent resettlement 
enabled him to capture their homes as „tempo-
ral landmarks of births and deaths“, as described 
by Eugênia Motta (2014: 148). The stories gath-
ered by Koster (2020) demonstrate that urban in-
terventions constitute significant life events for 
these marginalised city residents, probably more 
so than for other groups, as they shake the res-
idents‘ fragile interconnected facets of life such 
as employment and social networks, which seem 
to collapse faster once residents are displaced 
or their homes demolished. In this regard, Koster 
(2020: 196) argues: „Spatial stability, living in a 
place with good prospects of staying there, has 
become a privilege in the continuously changing 
city – a privilege not granted to the urban poor“. 
Despite the pro-poor approach adopted in Recife, 
this research also reveals the authorities‘ failure 
to include people‘s status – their quality of life – 
as part of efforts to improve the space itself: while 
the built space was enriched, residents were un-
able to improve their status despite the compen-
sations and facilities they were offered.

4.4  JAFFA

The final study I reference revolves around the 
Al-‘Ajami neighbourhood in Jaffa (Sa‘di-Ibraheem 
2020). During the British Mandate of Palestine, Jaf-
fa was an economic and cultural urban centre. 
However, during the 1948 war (the Nakba or Pales-
tinian catastrophe), 95% of Jaffa‘s inhabitants be-
came refugees, leaving only 3‘647 inhabitants (Tel 
Aviv Municipality 1984: 12). In the aftermath of the 
Nakba (The Palestinian catastrophe), the Israe-
li Military Government, established to govern the 
remaining Palestinian population, concentrated 

this population in the district of Al-‘Ajami, plac-
ing them in other displaced refugees‘ houses to-
gether with newly arrived Jewish immigrants. In 
the following years, the city was neglected, and 
although not implemented (until the mid-1980s), 
urban regeneration plans were proposed in the 
municipality, aiming to transform the area into 
middle- and upper-class neighbourhoods. 

In the aforementioned study, interviewees narrat-
ed the different temporalities and rhythms they 
had faced throughout the various stages of the 
urban alteration scheme and their ways of coping 
with its challenges. In the first few years after 1948, 
residents described the prolonged waiting mode 
to which they were subjected while all renova-
tions were banned and houses were demolished 
around them. Yet, unexpectedly, along with the 
continuity of the freezing policies, through per-
sonal and communal initiatives, residents turned 
empty time into a „breathing space“ (Sa‘di-Ibra-
heem 2020) and managed to establish a multitude 
of grassroots organisations and develop a com-
munity identity and sense of belonging.

However, in the early 1990s, a new phase of dis-
placement and dispossession was implement-
ed by Israeli official bodies and private actors 
through urban regeneration tools that included 
building and renovations, which led to a sudden 
acceleration in the rhythm of Palestinian lives. 
Eventually, the two expressions of control over 
residents‘ time – first, through an imposed emp-
ty time and, later, through rapid acceleration and 
uncertainty – followed the same rationale. Both 
time rhythms were premised on the deprivation 
of a sense of normalcy among the Palestinian citi-
zens and were targeted at their displacement and 
replacement by affluent Jewish residents.

While Jaffa may perhaps seem overly unconven-
tional to be considered an urban regeneration 
case, it is often treated and discussed as such in 
academic and professional discourse. Hence, it 
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offers insights into the historical power relations 
of settler colonialism and its continuity through 
– and disguised under – urban planning schemes. 
It seems that playing with time helped some res-
idents at certain stages and for short periods, 
yet it kept the community as a whole out of time. 
Similar to the Recife case, tracking Jaffian resi-
dents‘ experiences over several decades revealed 
the dynamic changes to time and space and their 
long-term effects on lives far beyond the events 
and instances of renovation. This methodology 
proved crucial in addressing settler-colonial ge-
ographies, enabling the identification of struc-
tural violence and displacement against native 
communities. Moreover, it added a collective-po-
litical-temporal dimension to people‘s experienc-
es and narrations.

5	 DISCUSSION

These four cases not only deal with non-West-
ern-European countries but also demonstrate a 
variety of historical contexts, including Soviet, co-
lonial, and settler regimes. This very variety ren-
ders their grouping under one common banner 
and within a unified Eurocentric discourse pe-
culiar and accentuates the challenges of global 
research. While some studies have underscored 
time as a methodical tool to deconstruct the uni-
fied conceptualisation of urban regeneration and 
show how it is experienced, they have kept such 
examinations local and case-based. Hence, de-
parting from the notion of the necessity of in-
tegrating time as an analytical framework in ur-
ban regeneration studies, in this section, I seek 
to tackle the question of how addressing multi-
ple cases can shed new light on urban process-
es and how they might be studied from a critical 
perspective. To do this, I consider the temporal 
terms and logics derived from the four studies 
combined with Frehse‘s (2021) temporal categori-
sations.

Studies on time and urban regeneration have al-
ready raised potential alternative lexica, such as 
waiting and uncertainty. Such terms position ur-
ban regeneration alongside less common con-
texts in planning, such as refugee camps and 
immigration experiences. According to the four 
cases surveyed here, it would seem that the tem-
poral experiences of residents in neighbourhoods 
undergoing regeneration intensify in periods 
marked by delays – unexpected postponements in 
the linear real-estate timeframes. Yet, repeatedly, 
the corporations and government bodies demon-
strate the capacity to deal with such non-abstract 
time and even use it as temporal means of pres-
suring and displacing the residents. Nevertheless, 
studies also show that these grey periods create 
opportunities for residents to initiate, negotiate, 
and play with time, such as in the case of New Sai-
gon and Jaffa in the 1980s.

Turning to Frehse‘s (2021) temporal categorisa-
tion, the waiting (and the different ways of cop-
ing with it) corresponds mainly with the notion 
of immediacy – temporalities experienced in the 
window of time when regeneration schemes are 
about to start or are already underway. Similar to 
the scholars Frehse (2021) references, immediacy 
temporalities are primarily captured in the four 
aforementioned studies through more than one 
form of space, which leads to exploring various 
aspects of the phenomenon and its relation to 
multiple theories. For example, the waiting mode 
and how residents coped with it came to light in 
different situations – such as those described in 
Baku, where residents did not know when their 
house might be demolished; in the everyday life 
of residents living among the rubble in Jaffa in the 
1950s–1980s; and in the social space, where eth-
nicity-, gender-, and class-based power relations 
exerted a direct influence on how waiting was ex-
perienced and coped with. Moreover, such expe-
riences reveal that urban regeneration processes 
are not necessarily marked by slippery, aesthet-
ic, and slow violence but, rather, by various types 



11

SCRIPTS WORKING PAPER NO. 54

of violence, unpredictability, and an unreliable 
rhythm.

While most studies on time and urban regenera-
tion seem to be bound within the temporal logic 
of immediacy, interviewees continuously raised 
additional types of temporality, some of which 
have received little attention. Certain temporal 
experiences may allude to the historicity and his-
tory temporalities, as suggested by Frehse (2021), 
where the past and future are more active in ex-
ploring the present. For example, historical tem-
porality may be captured when residents relate 
their displacement to their past – the family who 
had lived in that house or on that land for gen-
erations – and, hence, to memories, belonging, 
and identity. Moreover, temporality also refers 
to their imagined future, control of their desti-
ny, and control over time. In this sense, displace-
ment affects their time conception that begins be-
fore their birth, endures during their lifetime, and 
is projected onto the lives of future generations. 
This notion is evident in the Baku case, where an 
interviewee expressed misgivings regarding her 
children‘s destiny now that she has to start from 
scratch as a direct result of displacement. Simi-
lar sentiments were expressed by a Jaffian activist, 
who feared that the younger generation would, 
one day, be forced out of Jaffa as they would not 
be able to afford the ever-rising cost of housing 
in the city‘s regenerated neighbourhoods.

While historicity plays a significant role in res-
idents‘ displacement experiences, its enduring, 
dialectal, and dynamic nature makes it elusive 
when researching temporalities in a specific (nar-
row) period. Therefore, longer-term studies that 
engage with interviewees regarding their past and 
future not only enable researchers to capture dy-
namic spatial power relations (Degen 2007) but 
also assist in uncovering various expressions of 
historicity. This methodology contributes to un-
derstanding the choices, reasons, and, eventu-
ally, the static situation of Recife‘s residents, for 

instance. Moreover, historicity might shed light on 
the various experiences under waiting conditions 
in contexts beyond urban regeneration.

Related yet different are Jaffians‘ time narratives, 
which seem to have an additional temporal lay-
er. Interviewees‘ stories share a collective starting 
point: the Palestinian catastrophe in 1948. More-
over, other political events and policy shifts also 
consist of themes that interweave their personal 
stories with a collective narrative. This time con-
ception alludes to a consciousness of historical 
subjects or to what Mark Rifkin (2017) called „tem-
poral orientation“: how natives look at their plac-
es and how these places are being transformed.

Hence, in this article, I offer methodological ap-
proaches that can be followed to widen our un-
derstanding of how urban regeneration and dis-
placement are perceived and experienced by 
residents beyond spatiality. I argue for the need 
to employ time as an analytical concept to study 
urban processes beyond the temporality of imme-
diacy locally and globally. While only a few terms 
and temporalities are discussed here, there are 
probably many more to be gleaned from further 
studies. Yet, they exemplify how such temporali-
ties are needed to capture the variety of the ac-
tual existing urban regeneration processes in the 
present, as well as to explore the interplay of such 
schemes within collective and personal histories 
and futures. Arguably, such temporalities not on-
ly demonstrate a grounded perspective on urban 
processes but also challenge the Eurocentric ba-
sis for understanding the global neoliberal urban 
planning phenomenon.
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