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The Cluster of Excellence
“Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)”
Factsheet

Uberblick / Overview

Das Exzellenzcluster ,Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)" untersucht als Forschungsver-
bund die gegenwartigen Auseinandersetzungen um das Modell der liberalen Demokratie und
Marktwirtschaft. Der Leitbegriff des ,liberalen Skripts“ steht fiir ein Set von Ideen und

Institutionen fiir die Organisation von Politik und Gesellschaft. Das besondere Merkmal des
liberalen Skripts ist das Prinzip der individuellen Selbstbestimmung. Das Hauptziel von SCRIPTS
ist es, zu verstehen, warum das liberale Ordnungsmodell trotz seiner politischen, wirtschaftlichen
und sozialen Errungenschaften in die Krise geraten ist.

SCRIPTS existiert seit 2019 und wird im Rahmen der Exzellenzinitiative von der Deutschen For-
schungsgemeinschaft (DFG) bis Ende 2025 gefordert. Das Cluster ist an der Freien Universitat Berlin
angesiedelt und verbindet insgesamt acht Berliner Forschungsinstitutionen. Die Forschungsteams
des Clusters setzen sich aus Doktorand:innen, Postdoktorand:innen und Professor:innen aus den
Sozial- und Regionalwissenschaften zusammen. In den Bereichen Forschung und Wissensaustausch
arbeitet SCRIPTS mit Forschungseinrichtungen in allen Weltregionen sowie mit Praxisinstitutionen
aus Politik, Kultur und Gesellschaft zusammen. Dariiber hinaus holt SCRIPTS renommierte Gastwis-
senschaftler:innen aus der ganzen Welt nach Berlin.

The Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)” is a research
consortium that analyses the contemporary controversies about the model of liberal democracy
and the market economy. The term “liberal script” relates to a set of ideas and institutional
prescriptions about how society is organized based on the core principle of individual self-
determination. The main purpose of SCRIPTS is to understand why the liberal model of order has
fallen into crisis despite its political, economic, and social achievements.

SCRIPTS has been operating since 2019 and is funded by the German Research Foundation
(DFG) until the end of 2025. The Cluster is hosted by the Freie Universitdt Berlin and unites eight
major Berlin-based research institutions. Cluster research teams are made up of doctoral
researchers, post-doctoral researchers, and professors from social and area studies. SCRIPTS is
well connected with research institutions and knowledge exchange partners throughout the
world, including political and cultural organisations, as well as civil society actors. In addition,
SCRIPTS brings renowned visiting scholars from all over the world to Berlin.
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Exzellenzcluster / Cluster of Excellence

SCRIPTS ist eines von deutschlandweit laufenden 57 Exzellenzclustern, die fiir die dritte Forderphase
ab dem 01. Januar 2019 ausgewahlt wurden. Im Rahmen der Exzellenzstrategie des Bundes und der
Lander werden Exzellenzcluster mit verschiedenen wissenschaftlichen Schwerpunkten seit 2006
von der Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) gefordert. Damit sind Exzellenzcluster die zweite
Forderlinie neben den Exzellenzuniversitaten. Das Ziel der Exzellenzcluster ist, an den Hochschulen
Prioritaten zu setzen, den Wissenschaftsstandort Deutschland zu starken und seine internationale
Wettbewerbsfahigkeit zu verbessern. In einem Exzellenzcluster arbeiten Wissenschaftler:innen aus
verschiedenen Disziplinen und Forschungseinrichtungen an einem gemeinsamen Thema. Das um-
fasst auch Nachwuchswissenschaftler:innen, wodurch Karrieremoglichkeiten in der Wissenschaft
verbessert werden. AuBerdem sind auBeruniversitare und internationale Kooperationspartner
beteiligt. Mehr Informationen unter

www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/exzellenzstrategie.

SCRIPTS is among the fifty-seven ongoing Clusters of Excellence across Germany that have been
selected for funding since 1st January 2019. The aim is to set priorities at universities, to strengthen
Germany as a centre of science, and to improve its international competitiveness. In a Cluster of
Excellence, researchers from different disciplines and research institutions work together on one
central topic. Emerging scholars are an active part of the research projects, which improves career
opportunities in research. Non-university and international cooperation partners are also involved.
More information (in German) at

www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/exzellenzstrategie.

LAUFZEIT / DURATION

2019-2025

JAHRLICHES BUDGET / ANNUAL BUDGET

Rund 5 Millionen € pro Jahr / Around €5 million per year
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Institutionen / Institutions

TRAGERHOCHSCHULE / HOST UNIVERSITY

s - A

Freie Universitat Fl Berlin A
Berlin University
Alliance

PARTNERINSTITUTIONEN / PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

Acht Partnerinstitutionen teilen sich die Verantwortung des Managements von
Forschungsprojekten und Ressourcen.

Eight partner institutions share responsibilities in managing projects and resources.

In Kooperation mit / In cooperation with
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Finanziert durch / Funded by

DF Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft

German Research Foundation
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INTERNATIONALE KOOPERATIONSPARTNER / INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION PARTNERS

SCRIPTS und seine 20 internationalen Kooperationspartner arbeitenin gemeinsamen
Forschungsprojekten, Workshops und bei Gast-Aufenthalten von Forscher:innen zusammen.

SCRIPTS and its twenty international cooperation partners collaborate for joint projects and
workshops as well as visiting fellowships.

1. American University in Cairo 11. National University of Singapore

2. Berkeley, University of California 12. Nuffield College, University of Oxford
3. Bilkent University (Ankara) 13. Princeton University (Berkeley)

4, Chinese University of Hong Kong 14, Stanford University

5. El Colégio de México 15. Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar
6. Fudan University (Shanghai) 16. Universidade de Sao Paulo

7. Hebrew University of Jerusalem 17. University of Sydney

8. lIlia State University Thilisi 18. University of Cape Town

9. Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris 19. University of Tokyo

(Sciences Po) o ) .
20. University of Wyoming (Laramie)

10. Jawaharlal Nehru University (New Delhi)
National Research University Higher
School of Economics (Moscow)
(cooperation suspended)

Personen /| Members

SPRECHER:INNEN / DIRECTORS

Prof. Dr. Tanja A. Borzel (Professorin fiir Politikwissenschaften / Professor of Political Science, Freie
Universitat Berlin)

Prof. Dr. Michael Ziirn (Professor fiir Internationale Beziehungen / Professor of International Rela-
tions, Freie Universitat Berlin, and Director of the Global Governance Unit at the WZB Berlin Social
Science Center)

WISSENSCHAFTLER:INNEN IM CLUSTER / CLUSTER RESEARCHERS

Rund 150 Mitglieder (2022/23), darunter 40 Professor:innen (,Principal Investigators“), davon 4

Cluster-Professuren: ,Global Sociology”, ,Sustainable Development®, ,Islam in Europe®, ,Contempo-
rary Politics and Societies in Africa“
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https://www.aucegypt.edu/
https://www.berkeley.edu/
https://www.bilkent.edu/bilkent/
https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/english/index.html
https://www.colmex.mx/
https://www.fudan.edu.cn/en/
https://en.huji.ac.il/en
https://www.sciencespo.fr/
https://www.sciencespo.fr/
https://www.jnu.ac.in/main/
https://www.hse.ru/en/
https://www.hse.ru/en/
https://www.nus.edu.sg/
https://www.nuffield.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.princeton.edu/
https://www.stanford.edu/
https://www.ucad.sn/
https://www5.usp.br/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/
https://www.uct.ac.za/
https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/
http://www.uwyo.edu/
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/directors/boerzel.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/directors/zuern.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/people/index.html?q=Principal+Investigator
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/Cluster-Professorships/index.html
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There are about 150 members (as of 2022/ 23), among which are fourty Principal Investigators, of

which four are Cluster Professorships in “Global Sociology”, “Sustainable Development”, “Islam in
Europe”, and “Contemporary Politics and Societies in Africa”.

Forschung / Research

FORSCHUNGSDISZIPLINEN / RESEARCH DISCIPLINES

17 Forschungsdisziplinen (siehe unten). Ungefahr 85% der Wissenschaftler:innen bei SCRIPTS kom-
men aus den Sozial-, Rechts- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften, 13% aus den Geisteswissenschaften.

There are seventeen research disciplines (see below). Of SCRIPTS researchers, 85% have a back-
ground in social sciences, law, and economics, and 13% in humanities.

Educational Political

Studies Economy Aoy

Gender

History Sociology Studies

Political Islamic
Science Studies

African Japanese European Political

Studies Studies Studies Economy

East North
European American
Studies Studies

Chinese
Studies

Fiir eine Vermittlung von Expert:innen zu spezifischen Forschungsthemen, kontaktieren Sie bitte
public-relations@scripts-berlin.eu.

In order to contact experts in specific fields of research, please write to
public-relations@scripts-berlin.eu.

FORSCHUNGSPROJEKTE / RESEARCH PROJECTS

25 Projekte und Kurzzeitprojekte im Dezember 2022 (ohne affiliierte Projekte, da diese nicht
vom Cluster finanziert werden).

There are twenty-five general projects and short-term projects as of December 2022 (without
affiliated projects, which are not funded by the Cluster).
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https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/people/index.html?q=Principal+Investigator
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/Cluster-Professorships/index.html
mailto:public-relations@scripts-berlin.eu
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/General-Research-Projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/Short-term-Projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/affiliated-projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/General-Research-Projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/Short-term-Projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/affiliated-projects/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/research-projects/affiliated-projects/index.html
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Bestandteile der Cluster-Struktur /
Cluster Components

CLUSTER-STRUKTUR / ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

Die Sprecher:innen, das Direktorium, das SCRIPTS Plenum, und der Internationale Beirat, tragen die
Hauptentscheidungen und beraten die Forschung. Die zentrale Verwaltung ist fiir den Betrieb von
SCRIPTS und seine Aktivitaten zustandig.

The Directors, the Executive Board, the SCRIPTS Plenary, and the International Advisory Board func-
tion as the main decision makers and advisors on the research. The Central Management is in charge
of the operation of SCRIPTS and its activities.

NACHWUCHSFORDERUNG / EARLY CAREER SUPPORT

Die Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies (BGTS) bietet ein dreijahriges Pro-
motionsprogramm (65 %-Stelle).

Das International Research College (IRC) dient den Postdoktorand:innen von SCRIPTS und den inter-
nationalen Gastwissenschaftler:innen als Ort der Vernetzung.

The Berlin Graduate School for Global and Transregional Studies (BGTS) offers a three-year doctoral
programme (65% position).

The International Research College (IRC) is the networking hub for SCRIPTS’ postdoctoral fellows and
international visiting scholars.

Die BGTS und das IRC sind unter dem Dach des Berlin International College of Research and Gradu-
ate Training (BIRT) zusammengefasst.

The BGTS and the IRC are united under the roof of the Berlin International College of Research and
Graduate Training (BIRT).

WISSENS-TRANSFER /| KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Das Knowledge Exchange Lab (KEL) ist die Schnittstelle zwischen Forschung und Praxis. Eine Ko-
operation mit dem Auswartigen Amt dient dem Wissensaustausch mit politischen Entscheidung-
strager:innen. Veranstaltungen mit Kulturpartnern sowie die Ausstellung ,Nach der Natur” im Hum-
boldt Labor des Humboldt Forum in Berlin dient dem Wissenstransfer im Bereich Kultur.

The Knowledge Exchange Lab (KEL) is an interface between research and practice. A cooperation
with the German Federal Foreign Office supports the knowledge exchange with policymakers. Public
events in collaboration with our partners in Berlin and the exhibition “After Nature” at Humboldt Lab
in the Humboldt Forum in Berlin serve to knowledge exchange in the realm of culture.
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https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/directors/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Executive-Board/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/advisory-board/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Central-Management/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/directors/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Executive-Board/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/advisory-board/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Central-Management/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/bgts/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/irc/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/bgts/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/irc/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/birt/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/kel/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/research/kel/index.html
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DIVERSITAT / DIVERSITY

Im Sinne einer integrativen und emanzipatorischen Vision von kollaborativer Wissensproduktion
fordert SCRIPTS Diversitat und Chancengleichheit. Bestimmte Regeln und Leitlinien sorgen fiir eine
Vielfalt an Forscher:innen und Perspektiven im Cluster. Eine eigene Einheit fiir Qualitatsmanage-
ment und Chancengleichheit sorgt dafiir, diesen Diversitatsansatz umzusetzen.

Following an inclusive and emancipatory vision of collaborative knowledge production, SCRIPTS
promotes diversity and equal opportunities. Our Rules & Guidelines establish the presence of a di-
verse set of researchers and perspectives in the Cluster. A dedicated Quality Management & Equal
Opportunities unit ensures that this diversity approach is implemented.

SCRIPTS STRUKTUR / SCRIPTS STRUCTURE

Cluster Governance

Central Management SCRIPTS Board

IT-Service : Directors: Prof. Tanja A. Borzel,

i Executive Direct

Quality Management and Diversity

il International
Advisory Board

Berlin International College of
Research and Graduate Training (BIRT)

Berlin Graduate School for
Global and Transregional

Studies (BGTS)

International Research
College (IRC)

8 Participating Research Institutions 20 International Academic Partners

Research Units (RU) Cross-Cutting Units (CCWU)

Borders Orders Theory Network (TN)

SCRIPTS Directors
Postdoctoral Coordinator
Postdoctoral Coordinators of the Resea

2 Principal Investigator
Coordinators

1 Postdoctoral Coordinat

i2 Prin pal Investigator
Coordinators

1 Postdoctoral Coordinat

Tempora e -
Principal Investigator Coo

Postdoctoral Coordinator
teering Comittee

2 Principal Investigator
Coordinators

1 Postdoctoral Coordinat

2 Principal Investigator
i Coordinators

i 1 Postdoctoral Coordinat
Knowledge Exchange Lab (KEL)

Junior Research Groups (JRG)

oordinator Arts & Culture
teering Commitee

Projects
Research Research Research
Projects Projects Projects
Wave 1 Wave 2 Wave 3
2019-2022 2020-2023 2021-2024
Short Term Short Term
Projects Projects

8 non-

- academic policy

& civil society
Partners in

2 Doctoral Researchers

4 Cluster Professorships
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https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/SCRIPTS_-Diversity_-Rules-_-Guidelines1/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/SCRIPTS_-Diversity_-Rules-_-Guidelines1/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/index.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Diversity/index.html
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Kontakt / Contact

Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)”
Freie Universitat Berlin

Edwin-Redslob-StraRe 29

14195 Berlin, Germany

www.scripts-berlin.eu

Twitter: @scriptsberlin

LinkedIn: SCRIPTS Berlin

GENERELLE ANFRAGEN UND VERWALTUNG / GENERAL AND ORGANISATIONAL ISSUES

Central Office

Anne Hehn and Ines Obel

Edwin-Redslob-StraBe 29

14195 Berlin, Germany

office@scripts-berlin.eu

+49 30 838 58502

Offnungszeiten / Opening hours: Montag & Mittwoch / Monday & Wednesday, 10:00-12:00

PRESSEANFRAGEN UND OFFENTLICHKEITSARBEIT / PRESS INQUIRIES AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

Press & PR Team
public-relations@scripts-berlin.eu

WISSENSTRANSFER / KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE

Dr. Gregor Walter-Drop

Director Knowledge Exchange Lab
kel@scripts-berlin.eu

+49 30 838 72436

NACHWUCHSFORDERUNG / EARLY CAREER SUPPORT

Matthias Hahn
Coordinator Berlin International College of Research and Graduate Training (BIRT)
birt@scripts-berlin.eu

© 2022 Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)’, Freie Universitdt Berlin

Edwin-Redslob-Strafle 29, 14195 Berlin, Germany,.

CONTACT +49 30 838 58502, office@scripts-berlin.eu. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.
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http://www.scripts-berlin.eu
https://mobile.twitter.com/scriptsberlin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/76982056
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Central-Management/Central-Office
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Central-Management/Central-Office/hehn.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/about-us/Central-Management/Central-Office/obel.html
https://www.scripts-berlin.eu/people/walter-drop/index.html
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